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Catholic Schools Week 2023 - themed as ‘Walking Together in Faith & Love’, will 
take place from Sunday 22 January to Sunday 29 January next.  For this year’s annual  

celebration of Catholic education, CSW will draw on three features of the Synodal  
Pathway: ‘Communion, Participation and Mission’.  The theme for CSW 2023 is  

dedicated to celebrating the gift of Catholic education and recognizing the love and 
generosity of the entire school community: student, staff and home.  According to Mr 

Alan Hynes, Chief Executive of the Catholic Education Partnership, “Catholic Schools 
Week is a celebration of contribution of Catholic education to individuals, to society, 

and to the global common good.  Over the week, students will reflect on their own 
relationship with God, with their school community, and with their families.  Inspired 
by the teachings of Pope Francis, our schools are encouraged to help bring joyful hope 

to our collective future through a relationship with Jesus.” 
 

To celebrate Catholic Schools Week in our parish, students from St Fiacc’s NS, 
Killeshin NS and Knockbeg College will attend some of our 10am weekday  

Masses and there will be services in all our schools during the week.   
Grandparents Day will be celebrated on Wednesday. Students will undertake all 

the ministries at our Masses next weekend and we ask them all to wear their 
school uniforms. 

Sunday of the Word of God - 22nd January 2023 - "We proclaim to you what, we have 
seen" (1 Jn 1:3).  In 2019, Pope Francis announced that the Third Sunday in Ordinary 

Time would be celebrated as the Sunday of the Word of God. He said ‘may the Sunday of 
the Word of God help his people to grow in religious and intimate familiarity with the sa-
cred Scriptures.  Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the celebration of the Eucharist 

make it possible for us to see ourselves as part of one another. As Christians, we are a  
single people, making our pilgrim way through history, sustained by the Lord, present in 
our midst, who speaks to us and nourishes us.  We should always keep in mind from the 
Book of Revelation: the Lord is standing at the door and knocking. If anyone should hear 
his voice and open for him, he will come in and eat with them. Christ Jesus is knocking at 
our door in the words of sacred Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the doors of our 

minds and hearts, then he will enter our lives and remain with us forever.’  We would like 
to thank all our readers in both St Clare’s and Holy Cross.  If anyone would like to 

became a Minister of the Word please contact the parish office at 0599141833. 

Confirmation Preparation  
Meetings:  Our next Confirmation 

preparation meeting will take place in 
St Clare’s Church on this Monday 

23rd January @ 7.30pm for the  
confirmation candidates from both  
St Fiacc’s NS and Killeshin NS and 
their parents. We look forward to  

seeing you all then. 
 

JP2 Award Parish Celebration- 
On Wednesday 25th January @ 7pm 

we will hold our Annual  
Parish JP2 Award Ceremony in  
St. Clare's Church to present our 

young people with their medals and  
certificates. We look forward to  

celebrating with all 30 recipients and 
their families next week.  

Finance Meeting-will take place 
on Friday 27th January at 7pm in 

the parish centre. 

Thurs 26th January-Our Youth 
Ministry team extends an  

invitation to all Grandparents & 
grandchildren to attend a coffee 

evening in the parish centre from 
5.30-7pm to have a cup of tea and 

make St. Brigid’s crosses in a  
friendly, welcoming environment. 

Don’t worry, our leaders (and  
possibly grandparents) will show 

everyone how’s it’s done!  

Weekly Collection Envelopes- 
for our records we ask you to 

please remember to put your name 
and address on your first weekly  

envelope.   

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 4th – 11th 

April €755.  Contact  Josie Duffy 087 

2543235 

Graiguecullen Bingo  
Tuesday 24

th
 January. 

St.Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. 
OVER €10,000 IN 

PRIZEMONEY 
Jackpot on 50 numbers €5,510 

Double number €1,580 
Lotto €800 

Great prizes, bring a friend. 

Job Vacancy 
 

It’s at this time of year, when the Christmas holiday is well and truly over and it’s time 
to go back to work, that we wonder what we are really doing with our lives. When we 
meet the first disciples in today’s gospel, they are wondering pretty much the same 
thing. Were they going to spend out the rest of their lives catching fish, or were they 
going to follow Jesus and become ‘fishers of men’? The early disciples were unerring 
in their discipleship. They left their nets and followed Jesus ‘at once’ …. 
‘immediately’. There was no doubt in their minds about how they wanted to live out 
their lives. Discipleship was a job for life. 
 

Jesus’ work is never done and there will always be vacancies for new disciples.  
Discipleship is something akin to an army. Without active supporters, a cause can grow 
faint. We are not asked to keep Christ’s teaching to ourselves, we are asked to be 
‘fishers of men’ always opening up God’s opportunities to others. The world is a  
dangerous place full of greed and extremism. There are too many people in the world 
who feel that money and coercion are the way to get what they want. There are not 
enough people who believe that love and respect for every human being they meet 
might be a better answer. 
 

We might feel uncomfortable with the idea of being ‘fishers of men’. It conjures the 
idea of notching up conversions like some kind of biblical salesperson. Today we are 
asked to sweep our preconceptions aside. Being a ‘fisher of men’ needs to be about 
making a real difference in other people’s lives by demonstrating our discipleship.  
Discipleship is a job for life. 



Weekly Collections 14th/15th Jan. 
 

Blue Bag (Envelopes): €895 
Red Bag: €913 

Direct Debits: €228 
Donations: €130.63 
Tap Donations: €72 

We thank you for your support. 

ANNUAL PARISH  PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 
This year's trip will take place from 28th July to 2nd August 2023 and we will be 
staying at the Astoria Hotel as usual.  Unfortunately, due to all the cost of living 
increases, the cost of this year's pilgrimage is €895.  This is made up of €856 per 

person sharing and an additional cost for insurance of €39 per  person.  Some may 
already have personal travel insurance and not wish to avail of the group  

insurance.  The single room supplement is €35 per night which is a total of 
€175.  We fully appreciate that this is a huge jump in price.  If you are interested in 
travelling with us this year, please let us know at the parish centre or call Ursula on 
085 1794664.  We will be taking deposits for the trip from Wednesday 25th Jan. in 

the Parish Office.  The deposit amount this year is €300. Many thanks for your  
continued support. 

Table Quiz in aid of Lourdes 
Invalid Fund will take place in 
The Thatch on this Friday 27th 

January at 8pm.  Table of 4 
€40.  Your support would be 

greatly appreciated. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com) 

Sat 21
st

  1pm  (Months Mind) Sr. Mary McGann, Poor Clare Monastery   
6.30pm (Months Mind) Timmy Gleeson, Beechwood Park 
  (Months Mind) George McNunn, Galway 

   (Loretta Sabino, Long Island)-(Kathleen Lawler, 152 Duggan Ave) 
   Kieran Lawler, 152 Duggan Ave (Birthday Rem) 
   Shay Lawler, 152 Duggan Ave & The Downs, Pollerton 
   (Tommy Clarke, St Clare’s Rd)-( Hannah Lanigan, Ballyhide) 
   (Phil Dillon, Killeshin Rd)-(Jack Doyle, 72 Pearse Rd) 
   Mona Walsh, Limerick also her husband Jack & daughter Monica 
   Tom Dunne, Tolerton 
           Sarah Doyle, Athy also her husband James & sons James & Thomas 
Sun 22nd  9am   (Mary Brennan, St Lazarian’s Tce also her husband James & son  
   Francis)-(Mickey Webster, The Lock) 
   Clare & Thomas Foley, 6 Church St also their sons Paddy & Tom 
    10.15am (Months Mind) Sheila Dempsey, Killeshin 
  (Margaret & Mary Dunne, Monure, Killeshin Rd)-(Betty Scott, Rathvilly) 
    11.30am Charles O’Boyle, Killeshin Rd & Fr Brendan Carbery 
            (Baby Killian Shannon, Hollymount)-(Tommy Brennan, Springhill) 
Tues 24th 10am Samantha Whitney, London (RIP) 
Fri 27th   10am Jim Dunne, Dublin Rd 
Sat 28th  6.30pm (First Anniversary) Derek Scully, Maryborough St 
   Sinead Ní Nualláin, Duggan Ave & Barrowvale 
   Shay Lawlor, 4 The Downs, Pollerton & Duggan Ave 
   Deceased members of the Gleeson Family, Walsh Island 
   (Anna Abbey, Garryhundon, Milford)-(Betty Curran, Bridge St) 
   (Paddy Farrell, Granby Row)-(Michael O’Neill, St Mullins) 
   Anne & Edward Wynne, Old Leighlin & deceased family 
   Bridget Ramsbottom, 5 The Numbers 
Sun 29th  9am (Months Mind) Gerard Watchorn, Drogheda & St Clare’s Rd 
   Christopher Lawlor, Pearse Rd also his parents Michael & Gretta 
   Fr John (Jack) McWey & James (Jim) McWey, Sleaty 
     10.15am (First Anniversary) Michael O’Rourke, Clogrennane 
   (Henry O’Neill, Portlaoise Rd)-(Jimmy Kehoe, Killeshin) 
   (Christopher Moran, Keelogue)-(Stephen & Julia Doran, Keelogue) 
   Michael & Kate Moran, Keelogue) 

11.30am (Months Mind) Mary Curran, Annevilla, St Joseph’s Rd 
  (Months Mind) Mary Fenlon, Pembroke 
  (Francis Kiernan, Castledermot)-(Alice Bradley, Maryboro St) 
  (Sally Doran, Fruithill)-(Rosaleen McHugh, Springhill also her  
          husband John & daughters Clare & Ann Marie and deceased family) 
 

Joseph (Joe Durrick) Brennan, Little Barrack Street, Carlow 
Hugh Whelan, 26 Castlewood Gardens, Pollerton Rd 

Noel McCabe, Cill an Óir, Graiguecullen formerly 72 Harold’s Cross Cottages, Dublin 
Willie Hurley, 7 Fr Byrne Park, formerly 19 Rossmore View, Graiguecullen 

Patricia Jones (née Henry), 37 Monacurragh, Carlow 

Medjugorje Group:- Welcome to a 
Mass for healing and peace in  

honour of Our Lady Queen of Peace 
in Cathedral Parish Centre.  Rosary 

at 7pm followed by Mass and  
adoration on Wednesday 25th Jan. 

Pre Baptism Meeting – our next 
pre-baptism meeting will take place 
on Monday 30th January @ 7pm in 
the Parish Centre.  All parents who 

are presenting their child for  
baptism in the next few months are 

invited to attend. 

Oisin Players are looking for new 
members to join their team to  

support backstage, anyone whom 
could help with maintaining the 

stage ie. electrical or  
carpentry would be very welcome.  
Please contact Ben Brennan on 087 

- 9613361or Annette Monaghan  
087 - 9905205. 

Killeshin Community Centre 
AGM will take place on  

Tuesday 24th January @ 
7.30pm. Please note change of 

date. All Welcome. 

Seasons Homecare - Healthcare information evening ‘Live Well At Home’. We will have 
an expert of the healthcare professionals to discuss the following: (Health at home-  

Recovering after illness-Medication Management). Join us for the first in our series of  
relaxed information evening at Woodford Dolmen Hotel on Friday 1st February from 7pm-

9pm.  Evening hosted by Seasons Homecare. 

Thursday Morning Club 
returns after 10 am Mass next 

Thursday.  All welcome. 

Laois Macra are holding an  
Information Night for new  

members between the ages of 17 
and 35 in Portlaoise Macra Hall 
(R32EY24) on the 26th January. 

Call in anytime between 7.30pm - 
9.30pm. Macra is a youth  

organisation that is involved in 
agriculture / sports competi-

tions / Performing Arts / Public 
speaking and much more. Contact 
Liam - 0868151739 for more info. 

Are your mocks coming up?  
Worried about exams? Keine 

Sorgen machen with  
local German grinds provided by 

Daniel Byrne.  Con-
tact daniel.byrne228@mail.dcu.i

e for Grammar Literacy 
and Spoken word.  

Holy Cross Church History Book- If you have purchased it, we ask you to recommend it 
to your family and friends especially people from the Parish living away from home. On 

sale in the Parish Office, from Pat Whelan (086 1657435) & at Mass in Killeshin. 
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