
Parish Team: Fr. John Dunphy, Cathriona Kelly & Suzanne McWey 
Priest on Call for Carlow Area: (Emergency Only) Phone: - 087/2588118 

Parish Office: 059 / 9141833 / 9182882   Email: gkparish@gmail.com 
Web: www.graiguecullenkilleshin.com  

Find us on Facebook: GraigueKilleshin Parish 
Safeguarding Reps: B Lloyd/S McWey/C Kelly 059 / 9141833 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person: Ms Kathleen Sherry 085 8021633 

Christmas Prayer Box: we invite 
 Parishioners to write any special  

prayers or intentions for Christmas and 
place them in the box beside the crib in 
St. Clare’s. They will be placed in the 

crib for Christmas. 

    CHRISTMAS  MASSES: - 
Anniversaries for Christmas Masses must be in by Wed. 21st Dec. @ 12 noon 

and can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com 
CHRISTMAS EVE   Times 
St Clare’s Church  4pm & 5.30pm 
    (Specially for families with young children) 
    8.30pm 
Holy Cross Church 7.00pm  (Specially for families with young children) 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
St Clare’s Church  9am & 11.30am  
Holy Cross Church  10.15am 
St Stephen’s Day  10am Mass in St Clare’s  
Mon 26th—Fri 30th Dec.   Morning Mass at 10.00am in St. Clare’s Church  
Sat 31st /Sun 1st Jan All weekend Masses will have a special  
     NEW YEAR THEME 

Priest’s Christmas Collection:- 
this quarterly collection for the 

support of the priests of the  
parish will be taken up at all 
Masses on Christmas Eve & 

Christmas Day. Special  
envelopes are provided in the 

envelope boxes or alternatively 
envelopes are  

available at church doors. 
 

On this the 4th and final Sunday of Advent.  We look forward with great  
anticipation to the birth of Jesus.  This weekend we have reconciliation services at all 

our Masses in preparation for the Peace of Christmas.   
There are three kinds of Peace – A peace with God is a spiritual peace; the 
peace of God is emotional peace; and peace with others is relational peace. 

 

Peace with God: If you’re trying to live your life without God, then you’re at war with 
God…and you need a peace treaty! How do you make peace with God? Well, you don’t 
do it by promising to be good. You don’t do it by being perfect. You can’t. You don’t 
do it by never sinning. You will. You make peace, the Bible says, by faith, faith in 
God’s grace. Ephesians 2:8 says “for by Grace you have been saved through faith and 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” 
 

The Peace of God: happens in your heart when you’ve made peace with God. You’ve 
got two choices in life. In every circumstance you can pray or panic. You can worship 
or worry.  Here’s a thought: if you prayed as much as you worried, you’d have a whole 
lot less to worry about. Philippians 4: 6-7 says, “pray about everything…Tell God what 
you need and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will  
experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can  
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Finally, Peace with Others: a relational peace. 2nd Corinthians 5:18-20 says, “God 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation… and 
he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s  
ambassadors.” In other words, God has given us both a ministry and a message and it is 
reconciliation – helping people find peace with God and peace with each other.  In the 
beatitudes in Matthew 5:9, Jesus says “blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be 
called the children of God.” The greatest need in our nation and in our world is recon-
ciliation. It’s the message of Christmas: peace on Earth, goodwill toward men. 
 

Who do you need to rebuild a broken relationship with this Christmas? Who do you 
need to reconcile with? You need to let Jesus fill you with his love, so you can love 
other people the way he does. And then, you’ll have to let him fill you with his  
forgiveness. Until you feel truly forgiven, you don’t have the ability to forgive others. 

Parish Carol Service: after two 
years of virtual Carol Services we 
are delighted to welcome you all 

back in person to St. Clare's 
on Monday 19th Dec @ 7.30pm for 

our Annual Parish Carol Service.  
Featuring all our parish choirs, the 
Poor Clare Sisters, Sunday School 

children and the Killeshin Pipe 
band. Please join us in person or via 
Webcam for this special night filled 
with music, prayer and reflection to 

get us into the Christmas spirit!  

“Holy Cross Church and its 
Community” a new book  
compiled by Pat Whelan to  

coincide with the 200th    

Anniversary of Holy Cross is on 
sale in the Parish Centre.   

Cost €20 

 Graiguecullen Bingo on  
Tuesday 20

th
 Dec. 

St.Fiaccs Hall (R93PO30)  
@ 8.30pm. 

Jackpot on 50 numbers 
€4,990 

Double number €1,300 
Lotto €600 

FREE PINK SHEET with  
every book (2 free with  

double book) 
Chocolates left & right of 

the winner. 
Great prizes, bring a friend. 

Christmas Carol Singalong and coffee morning in RehabCare Resource 
Centre, Killeshin Road on Wednesday 21st December 11am to 1 pm.  
Ebenezer Scrooge (Bah Humbug) will kindly accept donations in his  

donation box at your discretion.  Everyone Welcome. 

The opportunity to give blood will arise at:- Talbot Hotel Carlow on the following 
dates:-Sunday 18th Dec 11.00am–2:30pm-Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st 3:45–8:00pm 
Thursday 22nd 14:45pm – 07:00pm.  Please call 1800 222 111 to book an appointment 

for same.  For more info please visit:-www.giveblood.ie  

http://www.giveblood.ie


Weekly Collections 10th/11th Dec. 
 

Blue Bag (Envelopes): €995 
Red Bag: €893 

Direct Debits: €213 
Donations: €650 

Tap Donations: €42 
We thank you for your support. 

Parish Envelopes: the 2023 boxes of envelopes are available at the church 
doors and we ask each family to take a box and use the envelopes to make 

your contribution to our Parish Development Fund and other special  
collections. We need your financial support to continue to upkeep and  

maintain our beautiful churches and parish buildings and to develop our pas-
toral initiatives. The work of the parish is greatly helped by your regular  

Financial Support. Please remember to put your name & address on the first 
few envelopes this helps with recording donations.  Thank You  

 Rainbow Programmes Spring ’23
-Twice yearly Carlow  

Rainbows Group offer a nine ses-
sion Peer Support Programme for 

children aged 7 – 12 who have  
experienced loss through the death 
of a close relative or the separation 
of their parents.  Programmes are 

free to participants. The next  
programme will commence on  

23rd January. If you are  
interested please contact Anne 

0876636499.   

Passion Play 2023 Ballylinan 
Rehearsals scheduled to  

commence Tuesday 10th January  
@ 7.30pm in St Anne’s Hall,  

Ballylinan.  A number of roles  
remain to be filled.  Come along and 

join the group.  All are welcome.  
You will enjoy the experience being 

part of this great community  
endeavour.  Further info. Bernie @ 
0876467206, Mary 0868626547 or 

Anna Marie 0874193965. 
 

PIONEER 2023 CALENDARS 
The Cathedral Parish Shop now 

has a limited stock of Pioneer 2023  
Calendars which feature full colour 

A4 pages – 1 month per page; 
Saints Feast Days; Pope’s Intention 

for each month and one AA 
Twelve Steps per month.  Price €5. 

Watch found may have  
sentimental value Contact 

9141695 

USE YOUR BRAIN NOT YOUR 
FISTS-An assault can wreck a  
victim’s life, but it can also ruin 
your own future.  You could lose 

your job, your ability to travel, even 
your freedom, not to mention the 

distress it would cause your family.  
A Garda initiative as part of their 

mission of Keeping People Safe 
that is aimed at reducing and  
preventing assaults which can 
have serious consequences for 
both victims & perpetrators.    

Christmas Mass Bouquets:- 
are still available from the 

parish centre. Cards cost €5 
with €4 from each card going 

to charity.  This year all  
profits from the cards will go 

to our local St Vincent de 
Paul Society and St Clare’s  
Hospitality Food Kitchen.   

Governey Park Residents Association would like to thank some people after our 
wonderful gathering to turn on the Christmas lights at the Croppy tree recently. To 

all who braved the cold weather to be with us, our elected representatives, the  
hard-working council workers who got our tree ready for us, the Gardaí and our  

community Garda Essmay, to Santa and Wibbly Wobbly Wendy, Jason and all at 
SICAP who sponsored the evening for us and to all in O'Rourke’s fuels for all their 

help.  Wishing all a happy Christmas and peaceful Christmas and New Year. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com) 
Sat 17th 6.30pm    Jean & Seany Abbott, Knocknagee 
   Kenneth Howard, 21 Oakley Cres 
   (Brigid & Tom Slattery, St Fiacc’s Tce, also their sons,  
   Tommy & Jimmy, and granddaughter, Gwen Doyle) 
   Seany Brennan, 28 Avondale Dr 
   Annette Nelson, 142 Sleaty St 
   (Christopher Bolton, The Strand)-(Mattie Kearney, Keelogue) 
   (Bridie Kavanagh, May & Tony Kirwan)-(Intentions of Padre Pio) 
   Mary Brennan, Curragh Cottage & deceased family  
   (Ann McGrath, Croppy Place)-(Mary & John Slater, Crossneen) 
             Mary Farrell, 18 Chapel St 
   Tom & Lil Kelly, Carlow & deceased family 
   Matt, Maggie & Jack Nolan, Morrins’ Lane 
   John & Mary Trodden, Carlow & USA & deceased family 
   Christy & Liz Brien, Bridge St & London & deceased family 
   (Tom Haughney, Governey Square (Birthday Rem) also his son 
   Norman, Oakley Park & daughter Jacinta, Dublin Rd)   
Sun 18th   9am Mary Waters (née Loughman), Cork and Sleaty 
   Enda Smyth, Pembroke and St Fiacc’s Hse 
   Teresa Wynne, Mount Clare Court & Old Leighlin 
   (Peter Judge, Ballinderry, Co. Meath)-(Elizabeth Byrne, Cappalug) 
   Michael & Bridie Darcy, Sleaty 
   Owen & Kate Maughan, Ballina 
   Terry, Breda, Hazel, Stephen & Paddy Maughan, Ballina 
 10.15am (Paddy Maguire, Clonmore)-(John & Nora Fitzgerald, Coolane) 
   (Kitty Brennan, Coolnariska)-(Thanksgiving Mass) 
   Anthony Burke, London & Killeshin 
   Deceased members of the Lacey Family, Killeshin 
   Christina Dempsey, Lower Rossmore 
 11.30am Paudge Murphy, Knockbeg 
   Teresa Wynne, Mount Clare Court 
   John (Jackie) Lawlor, Church St 
Tues 20th  10am (Bridget Gaule, 90 Pearse Rd also her husband Billy, daughter  
   Eileen & daughter in law Una)-(Elizabeth Byrne, Cappalug) 
  (Johnny Callinan, 7 ’98 St (Birthday Rem) also his mother Elizabeth & brother Paddy) 
   Deceased members of the Denieffe Family, Little Barrack St 
   (Julia Dooley, Little Barrack St)-(Kathleen Corcoran, Borris) 
Wed 21st   10am Intention Mass 
   Cella & Pat Corcoran, Duggan Ave also their granddaughter Zoe 
Fri 23rd   10am (Lily Kinsella, 7 Oakley Park)-(Hans Brooker, Hollymount) 

 

All Anniversaries for Christmas Eve & Christmas Day will be displayed 
on our church notice board and will be prayed for at all our Masses. 

 
Breada Whelan, (née Quirke), “Green Lawns”, Hollymount, Carlow 

Christy Pender, Ballyhide, Carlow 
Carmel Dunne (née Byrne), Knockroe, Maganey   
Val (Patrick) Keating, Beechwood Park, Pollerton  

Noreen Graham (née Byrne), ''Mount Prospect'', Tolerton, Ballickmoyler 
William (Billy) Doran, Ballickmoyler, Carlow 

mailto:gkparish@gmail.com

