
First Friday:- this Friday 2nd Sept. As 
we have said farewell to Fr Des 

McNaboe who usually helped out with 
our reconciliation service and has now 
taken up residence in Dublin, we will 

continue with our reconciliation  
service but in a slightly different  

format.  Pope Francis spoke about 
the importance of the gesture. 

“Without that initial impulse, the 
person would not be there. Their 

being there is testimony to the  
desire for change. Words are im-
portant, but a gesture is explicit”.  
In light of this people will now be  
invited to take part in a gesture of  

reconciliation by approaching the altar 
in St Clare’s for a brief cleansing rite 

followed by general absolution.   

Would you like to join our Parish Liturgy Group? 
A Liturgy Group Meeting will take place on Thursday 8th September at 7pm in 

the Parish Centre.  New members are welcome to this very special ministry.  The 
parish liturgy group and parish team work closely together to prepare the Sunday  

liturgy as well as the different highpoints of our liturgical year – Advent,  
Christmas, Lent and Easter. While we celebrate the same feasts, year after year, 
in Church, it is important to remember that the community who celebrates these 
feasts is ever changing.  The birth of Jesus might strike someone anew because 

they have had a new baby, or because they have lost a child. Jesus’ passion, death 
and resurrection take on a different significance when we have been bereaved. 

The work of the liturgy group is to allow the mysteries of each season be  
experienced, anew and afresh. 

Benemerenti Medal:  next Saturday 3rd September Bishop Denis Nulty will 
present the Benemerenti Medal to Ann Nolan, Duggan  

Avenue.  The Benemerenti Medal is a medal awarded by the Pope to  
members of the clergy and laity for service to the Catholic Church.  Ann has 

been an active member of our parish community all her married life when she 
and her husband Christy (RIP) set up their family home in Duggan Ave.  

From the very beginning of her life here in Graiguecullen Ann began  
volunteering in her parish.  She has been a dedicated member of the team who 
looks after St Clare’s Church and keeps it looking so beautifully.  Ann is also 

a very devoted volunteer with the Poor Clare Community here in  
Graiguecullen.  Volunteers bless people by serving people. When you freely 

serve others, you reflect the work of Jesus in you and the influence the gospel 
has made in your life.  Ann’s faith is truly to the forefront of everything she 
does and with her service to others and her church for over 50 years she is  

definitely a worthy recipient of the Benemerenti Medal. 

St Clare’s Altar Society: we are  
drawing up a new rota for this very  
special ministry of people who look 

after our Church so beautifully.  If you 
have an hour or two to spare on a 

Thursday at 10.30am  to help clean the 
church please contact our  

sacristan Catherine Ryan or  
tel. the parish office at 0599141833. 

Communion to the Sick:- will be 
brought to the sick and housebound 

during the week beg. 5th Sept.  

Baptism Ministers:  a meeting of our 
Baptism Ministers will be held on this 
Monday 29th August at 7.30pm in the 
parish centre.  September is often the 
month when we look to get involved 

or begin something new. Our parish is 
always looking for new people to join 
our different ministries.  If you think 
you would be interested in becoming 

a Baptism Minister, please come 
along to this meeting.  Old and new  

members very welcome. 

A big welcome back to all those  
returning to school this week.   
We ask God's blessings on the 

young people, teachers and all who 
work in our schools.  Good luck 
also to all those awaiting exam 

results.  Please keep them in your 
prayers in the days and weeks 

ahead. 

God’s Round Table. 
It’s hard to admit to, but most of us live on a bit of a moral high ground and its’ 
not a good place to be. Moral high grounds are littered with treacherous pitfalls. 
The worst pitfall of all is to assume superiority. It’s a human failing. We assume 
superiority over all sorts of other people. We decide we are superior to those with 
less money or lesser jobs. We decide we are superior to those who are less  
intellectual, whose tastes differ, whose accents are alien or whose values don’t 
match ours. We decide we are better than those who have fallen foul of the law or 
who have succumbed to an addiction. Why is superiority a pitfall? It’s a pitfall 
because once we imagine ourselves superior, we start to dismiss people. We start 
to rule out huge numbers of our neighbours as unworthy of our attention. 
 

Today we see Jesus at a wedding banquet where the guests are jostling for places 
of honour at the dinner table. It’s a simple occasion that raises a big question. Why 
are we all so anxious to be seated at the top of life’s table? Jesus gives the guests a 
piece of life changing advice. “A person who exalts himself will be humbled, but a 
person who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 

Humility doesn’t sit easily in our fame driven society, that’s because we associate 
being humble with being “walked all over”.  Jesus’ brand of humility however, is 
different. 
 

Humility does not mean trading feelings of superiority for feelings of inferiority. 
Being humble doesn’t mean being timid or falsely modest. Humility means  
understanding that everything you have is a gift from God, and that everything you 
have is for the service of others. 
 

In the tales of King Arthur and his knights, Arthur ordered a round table so that no 
one could assume a greater or lesser position. As Christians we are asked to adopt 
a ‘round table’ approach to life. 
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PRE-LEAVING CERT RESULTS RETREAT WALK 
This is open to anyone receiving LC results so feel free to share with your 

friends.  We’ll meet on Tuesday 30th August at Holy Cross Church, 
Killeshin @ 11am and after our walk we’ll treat everyone to some lunch 
from the Primrose Cafe.  The day is completely free but please book in 

with Cathríona so that we have enough reflection booklets etc.  
for everyone. 

Weekly Collections 20th/21st Aug. 

Blue Bag: €815 
Red Bag: €935 

Direct Debits: €133 
Tap Donations: €39 

We thank you for your support. 
 

The Season of Creation is marked throughout the Christian world from 1 Sept to 4 Oct (Feast of Saint Francis of  
Assisi) and celebrates the joy of creation as well as encouraging awareness-raising initiatives to protect the natural  

environment.  It is a wonderful time to reflect on how our lifestyles affect the environment and to make a commitment  
 to more sustainable ways of living. The good news is that making more sustainable lifestyle choices in just a few areas 

adds up to a big difference overall. As the saying goes, “Let us live simply so that others may simply live. 
” Living simply is a way to ensure our planet is truly a home for all.   

Season of Creation Brochure 2022 available at church doors. 

St Clare’s Hospitality would like 
to thank all those who supported 

the recent fundraiser in the  
Talbot Hotel in aid of the food  

kitchen.  We particularly wish to 
thank all the members of the Ritz 

Showband for their  
tremendous generosity in  

giving their time and talent free of 
charge and all those who helped to 

organise the event.  A total of 
€2,950 was raised. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com) 

Sat 27th 6.30pm Bernadette Hayden, 10 New Oak Est (Birthday Rem) 
     Seamus Geoghegan, Avondale Drive  
     Deceased members of the Geoghegan Family, St Fiacc’s Tce 
     (Bridie Keyes)-(Mary & James Pender, Springhill) 
           (Hannah Haughney, Sleaty St also her husband George &  
   deceased family) 
   (Patrick Dowling &Thomas & Hannah Hayden, St Fiacc’s Tce & 
   deceased family)-(Special Intention) 
Sun 28th 9am Elizabeth McGowan, Ballymurphy & St Fiacc’s Tce 
 10.15am William Murphy, Oakley Park, Tullow Road 
    Mary (Máire) Behan, Rossmore, Clogrennane (25th Anniv) 
 11.30am   (First Anniversary) Tom (Tommy) Farrell, The Lock,  
   Clogrennane & deceased family) 
     (Matt Gorman, 11 Rochfort Manor)-(John Lyons, Dublin Road) 
   Mary Moloney, Strawhall 
Tues 30th 10am Elizabeth Callinan, 7 ’98 St also her sons Johnny & Paddy 
Sat 3rd 6.30pm Mary Nolan, 5 Henry St also her son Stephen (40th Anniv.) 
   Liam Dowling, 174 Heatherhill Ave 
   Hannah Keating, New Oak Est 
Sun 4th  9am (Months Mind) Margaret (Rita) Donohoe, 80 Barrowvale 
   Mary Lawlor, 2 Church Street 
 10.15am (Months Mind) Josephine (Jo) Brennan, Coolane, Killeshin 
   (John Curran, Killeshin also his wife Bridget their son John Joe  
   & daughter Lila) 

           Máire Keating, Derrymoyle also her sister Frances Devoy, Dublin 
  Brenda Moran, Keelogue, Killeshin 
11.30am (Patrick & Mary Hayden, Bridge St also their sons Frank, Pa &  
  Dano & daughter Elizabeth Callinan) 
(Paddy & Maureen Shanahan, Tipperary)-(Pa Brennan, Hillview, Crossneen)

 (Paddy & Betty Walsh, Sleaty also their son Michael, grandsons, Paul Ray &  
Patrick Walsh, son-in-law Paul Coffey & great granddaughter Allie Byrne)

   

Maura Hennessy (nèe Doyle), Blackacre, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny 
Mary Reddy (née Byrne), ''Erin Lodge'', Tullow Road, Carlow 

Teresa Murphy, Tennisrath, Ballickmoyler 
Eileen Kaye (née Wall), Rahin House, Ballylinan 

Brigid McHugh, Woodstock Street, Athy 
Maureen Keilthy (née Casey) Lacken Rise, Tullow Road, Carlow 

Host families required to take 2/3 Italian students attending our Courses at Strawhall  
Industrial Estate, Carlow from 5th – 18 September and 6th – 19th September 2022. The  
students will have a day trip on Saturdays and classes/work experience/activities from 
Monday to Friday 9.30 – 5.30 pm at our school.  Payment for 2 students is €743 and 

for 3 students €1,114.  If you are interested, please call or text 085 2533103. 

Person Care:- would you like help caring for your loved one? ‘Let us help you to 
help them’ Overnight Care, morning, lunchtime and evening visits.  Companionship 
Care & Relief Care.  Person Care has an amazing team of local carers who will look 

after your loved one and ensure that they feel safe, comfortable & happy in every way 
in their own home.  If you would like to avail of our services contact us at  

personcare74@gmail.com or www.personcarecarlow.com 

Alliance of Two Hearts Novena con-
tinues in Carlow Cathedral on this 

Fri 2nd Sept.  Mass at 8pm and  
concludes with Mass at midnight.  
All welcome to join Fr Yanbo for 
Mass, Blessing of the Sick, Prayer 

and Reflection. 

Legion of Mary Centenary  
Concert : To mark the 100th year 

anniversary of the Legion of Mary, a 
concert will take place in the  
historical surroundings of St  

Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin on  
Sat 3rd Sept @ 8pm (doors open at 
7:30pm).  With very special guests 
including award winning soprano 
Celine Byrne, the Dublin Concert 

Band, Celtic Calling, Lorraine 
Mathews and other guests on the 
night.  Bookings via Eventbrite: 

Search Legion of Mary Centenary 
Concert.  Tickets: €30 (premium - 

seating in reserved area) & €20 
(general admission) 

Carlow COPD Support Group  
resume weekly exercise sessions on 
Tues 6th Sept. from 11am – 12 noon 
in O’Hanrahan’s GFC, Dublin Rd.  
Tel. Anna Corcoran 086 3794613.  

New members welcome. 

Legion of Mary Pilgrimage to Our 
Lady’s Island, will leave Askea 
Carpark on 8th Sept @ 4.30pm.  
Contact 086 1577190 for more 

information. 

Oil Painting Workshops on Sat 1st Sept 10am to 4pm.  €60 incl. refreshments in “An 
Gairdín Beo”.  Phone Mary Clare Nolan 087 2636520.  Beginners welcome. 

Graiguecullen Bingo on  
Tuesday 30th August 

St.Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. 
Jackpot on 50 numbers 

€2,780 
Double number €600 

Lotto €2,200 
Great prizes, bring a friend. 
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