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A sincere thank you to all who
gathered rushes or made the many
St. Brigid crosses that contributed to
our annual Youth Ministry
fundraiser. In total we raised €1,600.
We really are so grateful for your
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heart of hearts we can’t believe that there is a way forward.
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so well in their cross-making. A
massive
effort from all parishioners Someone we have loved has died and taken with them any hope of the bright future we
both
young
and young-at-heart! -once lived for. Suddenly there is no light at the end of the tunnel.

God’s Helping Hand
It is tempting to think that today's gospel is about rushing about to
see how many people we can convert. The wider implication holds
a deeper meaning. Jesus is telling us that when we are feeling
broken and disheartened, God is there to put us back on track.

We have all been in situations like these. We all know what it's like to face loss or the
pain of defeat. We know that picking ourselves up is difficult …. impossible even. The
last thing we want to do is to try again. To try again would only result in further pain
and further disappointment. Peter must have felt something like this when he spent all
night fishing only to pull up empty nets. When Jesus tells him to put out into deeper
water and lay down the nets again, Peter is sceptical. The last thing he wants to do is
set himself up for further defeat, but he trusts Jesus enough to give it one more try. The
rest of the story is an inspiration. Peter catches more fish than his net can carry. He
recognises the hand of God and immediately feels unworthy. "Leave me Lord," he
says, "I am a sinful man." Fortunately Jesus is not worried that Peter is a sinner, he can
see Peter's true worth.

Graiguecullen Bingo
in St. Fiacc’s Hall
every Tuesday
commencing
at 8.30pm sharp
Jackpot on 50 numbers
€3040
Double number €460
Lotto €700

What if God was to notice your worth? What if he worked a miracle in a part of your
life where you thought all was lost? Would you recognise God's hand, and would you
give him credit? Being a fisher of men doesn't necessarily mean notching up
conversions like an award winning sales man. Being a fisher of men means letting
other people know how your faith has helped you through difficulties. Being a fisher
of men means letting other people know that God could put their lives back on track.
We need to trust in God and recognise his helping hand.
World Day of the Sick:- Friday 11th Feb is the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes & world
day of the sick. There will be a special blessing of the sick at all our Masses next
weekend.
******
Our Lady of Lourdes- Lourdes has become a place of pilgrimage and healing, but
even more of faith. Church authorities have recognized over 60 miraculous cures,
although there have probably been many more. To people of faith this is not
surprising. It is a continuation of Jesus’ healing miracles—now performed at the
intercession of his mother. Some would say that the greater miracles are hidden. Many
who visit Lourdes return home with renewed faith and a readiness to serve God in their
needy brothers and sisters. The novena to our Lady of Lourdes will be recited during
Masses up to 11th February.
Pope Francis’s Prayer Intention February 2022 Religious Sisters and Consecrated
Women: This month Pope Francis invites us to pray for religious sisters and
consecrated women; thanking them for their mission and their courage; may they
continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times. Pope Francis urges
us to pray to support these women, especially in their work with the poor and the
marginalized. More broadly, he asks us to pray also that they may manifest the
beauty of God’s love and compassion in all that they do, whether they are catechists,
theologians or spiritual guides. With typical frankness, Francis adds that religious
women should put up a fight when they are treated unjustly within the Church or
when they are reduced to a state of servitude, sometimes by men of the clerical
world!

Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish
Lourdes Pilgrimage will take place
from 29th July to 3rd August. Cost
of trip €779 all inclusive. Bookings
can be made by calling to the
Parish Centre between 11am – 1pm
this Wednesday 9th February.
Contact Ursula on 085 1794664 for
further information.
St Valentine’s Day:- we invite all
couples to a special Mass in St Clare’s
Church on
Monday 14th February at 7 pm to
receive a special blessing. Any couple
who is celebrating a special milestone
anniversary this year and would like it
celebrated at the Mass are asked to
contact the parish office.
If you have a copy of a photo of you
on your wedding day that we can
display on screen please email it to
gkparish@gmail.com

Diocesan Pastoral Council: If
you want to learn a bit more about
the Diocesan Pastoral Council
head to the dedicated page on the
diocesan
website: www.kandle.ie/pastoral/d
iocesanpastoralcouncil/

ANNIVERSARIES
(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com)
Sat 5th 6.30pm Sarah (Sadie) Hennessy, Church St
(Joe Egerton, Church St)-(Patrick & Anastasia Hogan, Church St)
(Denis & Theresa Doran, Keelogue)-(Les Callinan, Springhill)
(Conleth Haughney, 67 St Fiacc’s Tce)-(Dr Finbar O’Callaghan, Killiney)
Derek Scully, Maryborough Street
Jim, Ellen, Henry & Dinny Doran, Cappalug
Sun 6th 9am
(Jim Lawler, Oakley Cres)-(Chrissie Watchorn, 10 St Clare’s Rd)
Michael Loughman, Sleaty
10.15am
Brigid (Patty) O’Regan, Killeshin
(James Ryan, Cappalug)-(Edward & Elizabeth Gaskin, Cappalug)
Mark Anthony Dunne, Monure, Killeshin Rd
Pat Scully, Killeshin
11.30am (First Anniversary) Brigid Murphy, Lower Rossmore
(Mass for the nurses & staff of St Luke’s Hospital, for their
kindness and care of their Covid patients)
Liam Michael Behan (9th Anniversary)
Sheila Clifford, Knockbeg & Liverpool
Tues 8th 10am Melvin Seymour, Dublin Rd & 3 Church St (50th Anniv)
Edward & Ann Ryan, Fr Maher Rd
(Dick & Breda Ryan, Oakley Crescent)-(Liam Devereux, Castlewood Gardens)
Jimmy Scully, Jerusalem, Athy Rd (10th Anniv)
Bernie Whelan, Potters Barn, London
Wed 9th 10am (First Anniversary) Ann Kelly Tierernane, Ballickmoyler
Fri 11th 10am
Peggy Byrne, Duggan Ave (Birthday Rem)
Sat 12th 6.30pm (Months Mind) Francis Keating, 10 New Oak Estate
(Mary White, Killeshin Rd)-(Michael Hayden, New Oak Estate)
Peggy Byrne, Duggan Ave (Birthday Rem)
th
Sun 13 10.15am Matt McDonald, Old Derrig
Annie & Michael Brennan, Coolnariska
Tom Nelson, Killeshin
11.30am (Months Mind) Noel Byrne, 45 Staunton Ave
(First Anniversary) Gerry Nash, 200 Maher Rd also his wife May
Mary Lanigan, The Lock & Canada also her aunt Evelyn O’Riordan, Howth
Michael O’Rourke, Clogrennane, Carlow
Pat Jordan, St Mary's Park, Pollerton Road, Carlow
Mary’s Meals – Move for Meals - International school feeding charity, Mary’s Meals,
are launching a new fundraising campaign for the months of February and March.
“Move for Meals” encourages supporters to set themselves a challenge and get active,
while raising funds for children living in poverty.
While just €18.30 feeds a child for an entire school year, every fundraising effort, no
matter how big or small will have a huge impact. So, would you or your family organise
a sponsored walk? Would your friends be up for more of a challenge? Are you part of a
fitness club that needs some new year's motivation? Would your colleagues be
interested in a team building day, such as going on a hike and raising funds in the
process? Just visit www.marysmeals.ie to see how you can get involved or call Trish on
086 3140814
Carlow County Council and WEEE Ireland are offering Householders and voluntary
groups an opportunity to clear out all of that electrical waste that is stacking up in the
sheds and cluttering the cupboards.
WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) is anything that has a plug or a
battery and is at the end of its useful life. Carlow Town Hurling & Camogie Club and
The Tullow Mart have also come on board and support this initiative by offering their
premises to host the events. Don’t forget, WEEE is always free to drop off at
Powerstown Civic Amenity Site all year round.
For more information about Electrical Waste check out https://www.weeeireland.ie/

Weekly Collections 29th/30th Jan
Blue Bag (Envelopes): €1,025
Red Bag: €793
Direct Debits: €127
Donations: €150
We thank you for your support.
Purse found: in The Numbers,
Graiguecullen. It can be
collected at the parish office.
Synod News: People across
Kildare and Leighlin are being
invited to take part in a
Listening Lent. This Lent, in
different ways, you will be
invited to share your
experience of being part of the
Church community. Together
with Pope Francis, we want to
hear from as many people as
possible. The lived experience
of every person is welcome
and needed. Keep an eye to the
diocesan and parish website
and social media platforms in
the coming weeks to find out
more.
Killeshin Community Centre
AGM will be held on February
7th @ 7pm in new building. All
welcome.
Graiguecullen Community
Alert -An information & sign-up
meeting for Graiguecullen
Community Alert will take place
in the Parish Centre on Monday
21st February from 6.30pm –
8pm. Sign up cost is €10 per
year. Garda representatives will
be in attendance to advise on
safety in the home/community.
Carlow Active Retirement
Association will hold their
monthly meeting on Monday, Feb.
7th at 2.30pm in the Carlow
Cathedral Parish Centre. Members
and intending members welcome.
For enquiries contact Eilis Kelly
087 2054666.

Pre-Baptism Meeting:- our next
pre-baptism meeting will take
place on Mon 28th March @ 7pm
in St Clare's Church for all
parents who will be presenting
their child for baptism in the next
few months.
Carlow Family Support Group You Are Not Alone- Drugs and
Exciting employment opportunity at the Sanctuary of St Patrick, Lough Derg,
Alcohol abuse affects families
Pettigo, Co Donegal-Applications are invited for an Operations Manager which is a key regardless of status in life. You did
leadership role in delivering the Mission and Vision of Lough Derg, responsible for the not cause it, you can't control it and
smooth running of all day to day operational activities at the pilgrimage centre. For
you can't cure it. Help is available
further details and Application Pack contact Mary at +353 7198 61518
for those who live with this
or mary@loughderg.org
dreadful disease call 085 7872730.

