
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person: Ms Kathleen Sherry 085 8021633 
Rev. Fr. John Dunphy:  Phone: 059 / 9141833 / 9182882 

Priest on Call for Carlow Area: (Emergency Only) Phone: - 087/2588118 

Weekly Collections  w/e 22
nd

 August 

Blue Bag (Envelopes): €1065 

Red Bag: €883 

Donations: €1150 

Direct Debits:  €85 

We thank you for your support. 

A Sign of Our Times 

A ‘bag lady’ gets on the bus ranting and swaying. We spread ourselves out on the seat 

hoping against hope that she chooses to sit somewhere else. An old man stumbles in 

the high street and doesn't get up again. We suspect he's had too much to drink and 

hurry on. Perhaps someone else better qualified will lend a helping hand. We respond 

with fear and discrimination. It's a good job that although many of us choose to close 

our eyes and ears, there are equally as many people who want to help. We only have to 

look at the number of aid agencies, charity campaigns and caring individuals to see 

signs of Jesus in our midst. 
 

This is the significance of today's gospel story. What at first seems to be a 

straightforward account of the healing of a deaf man turns out to be much more. The 

story points to the miracle as a sign that Jesus was the Messiah the Jews had been 

expecting. It was prophesied that the ears of the deaf would be unsealed and that the 

tongues of the dumb would sing for joy. The curing of the deaf man was exactly the 

sort of miracle the Jews would have been expecting of the awaited Messiah. What 

seems like a straightforward account of a miracle takes us a step further. The deaf man 

happened to be a Gentile. In biblical times, orthodox Jews would have considered a 

Gentile unclean. By choosing a Gentile as the subject of his miracle, Jesus is telling us 

that there is no discrimination when it comes to God's salvation. 
 

Today we ask God to help us see and hear the needs of others.  There has never been a 

better time to show the world that Jesus is at the heart of our teaching. The migrant 

crisis that is on our news on a daily basis, shows some countries acting with empathy 

and others with inflammatory language and high barbed fences. We are reacting with 

the fear and discrimination that Jesus fought against. We cannot turn a deaf ear or a 

blind eye; we have to act like Christians in the way we speak, in the way we give, in 

the way we campaign and in our prayers. 

Coffee Morning resumes on 

Thursday 9th September  

after 10 am Mass.  

All welcome 

Pre-Baptism Meeting:- our next 

pre-baptism meeting will take 

place on Monday 20th 

September at 7pm in St Clare's 

Church for all parents who will be 

presenting their child for baptism 

in the next few months. 

The Legion of Mary-celebrating 100 years;- The object of the Legion of Mary is the glory of God through the holiness of its 

members developed by prayer and active co-operation in Mary’s and the Church’s work. The unit of the Legion of Mary is 

called a praesidium, which holds a weekly meeting, where prayer is intermingled with reports and discussion. Persons who 
wish to join the Legion must apply for membership in a Praesidium. The Legion sees as its priority the spiritual and social 

welfare of each individual. The members participate in the life of the parish through visitation of families, the sick, both in 

their homes and in hospitals and through collaboration in every apostolic and missionary undertaking sponsored by the parish. 
Every legionary is required to carry out a weekly apostolic work in the spirit of faith and in union with Mary. 

 

The Legion of Mary is a lay apostolic association of Catholics who, with the sanction of the Church and under the powerful 
leadership of Mary Immaculate, Mediatrix of All Graces, serve the Church and their neighbour on a voluntary basis in about 

170 countries. The first meeting of the Legion of Mary took place in Myra House, Francis Street, Dublin, Ireland, on 7 

September, 1921. This meeting was to have very beneficial consequences for the mission of the Catholic Church and, in a 
special way, for millions of members of Christ’s lay faithful who would serve in the Legion and for those who would be 

served by the legionary apostolate. Many persons outside the Catholic Church would also benefit from that apostolate. With 

the approval and support of the Popes and a great many Bishops, Priests and Religious, as well as the prayers and efforts of 
legionaries, the Legion, by the grace of God, has grown into a worldwide organisation with several million members. 

 

Drawing its inspiration from the True Devotion to Mary, as taught by St. Louis Marie de Montfort, and which had a profound 

influence on the Founder of the Legion, the Servant of God, Frank Duff, the Legion is at the disposal of the Bishops and 

Priests for use in the mission of the Church.   
Past and present members of the local Legion of Mary will be remembered at our 11.30am Mass  

in St Clare’s Church this Sunday. 
 

Congratulations and well done to all the students who received their Leaving 

Certificate results.  We wish them every blessing in their future endeavours 

whatever they may be.  Please don’t forget ‘Success is not final.  Failure is not 

fatal! It is the courage to continue that counts” Winston Churchill 

First Communion:  we wish 

God’s blessing on all the children 

from Graiguecullen and Killeshin 

who received their First 

Communion over the last two 

Saturdays.  A big thank you to  

the principals and teachers from 

both schools and everyone 

involved in making the 

ceremonies so sacred and safe. 



ANNIVERSARIES 

(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com) 
or call the Parish Centre 0599141833/0599182882 

Sat 4th 6.30pm   (Month’s Mind) Ian Brennan, Bagenalstown & Oakley Park  

           (First Anniversary) Mary Nolan, 5 Henry St also her son Stephen 

  Hannah Keating, New Oak Estate 

    Liam Dowling, Heatherhill Ave 

    Jim & Phylly Byrne, 187 Sleaty St (60th Wedding Anniv) 

    Pa Brennan, Hillview, Crossneen 

    Cornelius Farrell, St. Clare’s Rd 

Sun 5th 10.15am   Brenda Moran, Keelogue 

 John & Bridget Curran, Killeshin also their son John Joe & daughter Lila 

    Eamon O’Reilly, Cappalug, Killeshin also his father Martin  

    Móira Keating, Derrymoyle also her sister Frances Devoy 
 

 11.30am  Lill Redmond, Oak Park Rd also her son Paul 

    Mary Lawlor, 2 Church St, Governey Pk 

    (Paddy, Betty & Michael Walsh, Sleaty also their grandsons Pa 

  & Paul, son in law Paul Coffey & great-granddaugher Ali Byrne) 

Tue 7th 10am   Gora Usher, Oldcastle 

Wed 8th 10am   Intention Mass 

    Thomas Nelson, 142 Sleaty St also his wife Annie 

Thu 9th 10am   Lill Redmond, Oak Park Rd also her son 

Fri 10th 10am   Liam Moran, St. Mary’s Pk also his parents Annie & Bill 

Sat 11th 6.30pm   Hugh Keating, St. Fiacc’s 

    Mary Brennan, Cooperhill Hse, Ballickmoyler 

Sun 12th 11.30am (Month’s Mind) Gerard Murnane, Portlaoise Rd 

    Paul McKevitt, Crossneen 

 

Gretta Mahoney, Moycullen, Galway 

Thomas (Tommy) Farrell, Clogrennane & Oldtown, Nurney 

Diocesan Community Nurse, Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin – Part-time / 

20 hours per week. 
This role is working with clergy in Kildare & Leighlin Diocese, providing an 

advocacy and support service to priests in the community.  This is a fantastic 

opportunity to work within a growing community client focused organisation. 

The ideal candidate must be: 

 A registered General Nurse (ideally with community experience) 

 Have the ability to co-ordinate care planning in the community 

 Be self motivated and have the ability to work on own initiative 

 Possess excellent communication and time management skills 

Please contact Colette Ryan cryan@carebright.ie for job description. 

Closing Date: 7
th

 September 2021 

Carlow Family Support Group - You 

Are Not Alone- Drugs and Alcohol 

abuse affects families regardless of 

status in life. You did not cause it, you 

can't control it and you can't cure it. 

Help is available for those who live with 

this dreadful disease call  

085 7872730. 

Digital IT Zoom Workshops 

Dates: Mon 4
th
 & 11

th
 Oct & Mon 1

st
 & 8

th
 

Nov-Time: 10.00am-12.00 noon 

To book your place 

contact fdunne@kcetb.ie  

before September 24th 

Guided Pilgrimages on the Lough Derg 
Pilgrim Path will be offered on Sunday 
12th, Wednesday 15th, Saturday 18th & 

Sunday 26th September and Sunday 
3rd October, with Mass outdoors, 

weather permitting.  The full route is a 
12km loop, with a shorter 8km option.  

 Advance booking is essential.   
For further information 

email info@loughderg.org   
or telephone 071 

9861518. www.loughderg.org 

The theme for the Season of Creation 2021 is ‘Restoring Our Common 

Home’. 1 September – 4 October. This year we celebrate this season mindful 

of the fact that our world continues to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic as 

well as a devastating climate and biodiversity crisis. We look towards two UN 

Conferences in the Autumn, COP15 (on Biodiversity, due to take place in 

China) and COP24 (on climate change, Glasgow) in the hope that world 

leaders take the urgent action that is needed to Restore Our Common Home. 

According to the message of His Holiness Pope John Paul II for the 

celebration of the World Day of Peace from 1st January 1990 “…biblical 

considerations help us to understand better the relationship between human 

activity and the whole of creation. When man turns his back on the Creator's 

plan, he provokes a disorder which has inevitable repercussions on the rest of 

the created order. If man is not at peace with God, then earth itself cannot be at 

peace”: “Therefore the land mourns and all who dwell in it languish, and also 

the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and even the fish of the sea are 

taken away” (Hos 4:3). 

Catholics are urged to log on to  www.thecatholicpetition.org to sign 

the “Healthy Planet Healthy People” petition as a key action for this year’s 

Season of Creation. 

Apple Tree pruning in An Gairdín Beo 

Tutor: Eddie Byrne-Dates: Mon 18
th
 Oct 

& Thurs 21
st
 Oct-Time: 10.00am-12.00 

noon. Practical guidance and hands on 

experience on how to prune apple trees. 

Free to participants but you must book 

your place in advance by 

contacting fdunne@kcetb.ie before 1st 

October 

Willow Basket Weaving-Tutor: Heike 

Kahle-Date: 15th November-Time: 

10.00am-5.00pm 

Each participant will learn weaving skills 
and will be enabled to make their own 

basket. You need to book your place 

before Friday 1st of October by contacting 
fdunne@kcetb.ie Max 8 participants 

All these workshops are sponsored by 

Carlow ETB 

Appreciation: Liam Bradley’s family and 
extended family would like to sincerely 
say thanks to everyone who supported 

them during Liam’s illness and at his 
funeral time – including Fr John Dunphy 
for his kind ways.  “It’s in the shelter of 
others that we live” (Pádraig Ó Tuoma).  
As a token of appreciation Mass will be 
offered for your intentions.  We have 
donated money in your name to The 

Lourdes Invalid Fund and The Niall Mellon 
Schools project. 


