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Welcome back message!:
On behalf  of  our parish team, Suzanne, Cathriona, Nicola and myself  and also on behalf  
of  Fr Liam and the Poor Clare Community we look forward to welcoming our parishioners 
back to public worship when our churches re-open on Monday. It has been 136 days since 
our church doors were closed and we thank all of  you who joined us virtually so that we 
could remain connected in faith and in prayer. Thank you to all our musicians, cantors, 
readers, slide operators, baptism ministers and all who ministered during this time so that 
our ceremonies remained as life-giving and as spiritual as possible. We also acknowledge 
the huge work Catherine and Vera our sacristans and their helpers have put in to keep our 
churches so safe and clean. We are extremely lucky in our parish to have so many volun-
teers to help us implement the government guidelines. The re- opening plan is much the 
same as we had in June 2020. There will be stewards at each door and they will direct you to 
and from your seat. Again, there will be designated individual and household seats and we 
do encourage households to attend together. We particularly look forward to seeing young 
families back with us again. We ask people to maintain social distancing at all times and to 
follow the direction of  the stewards before and after Mass. It is understandable that some 
people may still be nervous and reluctant to return in person to Mass, this may be because 
of  a fear of  big gatherings or maybe they’re waiting to receive a vaccine first. Whatever the 
reason, for the moment, just be mindful of  your own health and remember that attending 
any Mass during the week or watching on webcam is still just as acceptable as your Sunday 
Mass. Rest assured that you will be warmly welcomed whenever you do feel comfortable to 
return in person. Please God, as restrictions ease further, we will look forward to having our 
other ministries back who we have missed so much, particularly our choirs, Sunday school, 
Altar Servers, Liturgy groups and not to forget our Evergreens, our youth activities and our 
parish bingo. It has been a difficult 15 months for everyone but please God we are coming 
close to the end. We will all continue to work together and support each other as we try to 
build up our parish once again. Every blessing to you all and we really look forward to seeing 
you back very soon. Fr John.
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Guidelines that need to be followed for everyone’s safety are:
*  If  you have any flu-like symptoms please remain at home and join us via webcam.
* Masks must be worn by anyone over the age of  12 years.
* The whole church will be sanitised by our volunteers and sacristan after each Mass.
* People will be asked to sanitise their hands on entering and leaving the church.
* Please stay in your seat for the duration of  the Mass. (Parents are asked to please ensure your child re-
mains with them)
* Please do not shake hands with people at the sign of  peace.
* At communion people will be asked to remain in their seats to receive the Eucharist and the Ministers will 
come to you. People can only receive Communion on their hand. The ministers of  the Eucharist will wear 
masks and sanitise their hands carefully.
* To allow for time to sanitise the church before the next Mass people will be directed to leave the church 
immediately after each ceremony.

GK Parish Midweek Meditation WEDNESDAYS @7.30pm beginning on May 
12th:
Registration is required. Please visit our parish website or contact Cathriona on 0851450321 to receive a reg-
istration link. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 
the meeting. Please mute your sound and turn off  your video before entering the Zoom meditation.

Please Note:
Please note that now that the churches are re-opening there will be no night prayer on Mondays and Fridays 
and the Holy Hour will take place only once per month. The Poor Clare Sisters will continue to pray
the Rosary and the Angelus for the month of  May (the month of  our Lady).

Killeshin Pipe Band:
Unfortunately the May Sunday Fun Day will again not be taking place this year. We hope to see you all out 
later this year and we promise to have an even better May Sunday Fun Day for 2022. Stay Safe.

May Sunday Procession & The Holy Cross Sodality:
The annual procession from Graiguecullen to Killeshin on May Sunday has a special place in many people’s 
hearts. Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions the procession has been cancelled again this year. First held 
in 1884, it was discontinued during the war in 1915 but it was revived again by the late Fr. Nick Cullen C.C. 
in 1944. The Holy Cross Sodality walks in the procession every year wearing the red sash of  the Sodality. 
Founded in 1884 by Fr. James Dempsey, who was C.C. in the parish (1874 – 1885) the Holy Cross Sodality in 
Killeshin is one of  the few remaining in Ireland. Presently there are 210 members in the Holy Cross Sodality 
ranging in ages from 13 to 95 years. Everyone is welcome to join once you have finished Primary School. 
The procession always finished with Mass in Holy Cross Church and although there is no procession this 
year there will be a special Mass via facebook live from the Church at 10.15am this Sunday. (Please note the 
change of  time)

An Gairdín Beo:
An Gairdín Beo is organising the following classes on Zoom. 1. Healing Trees and Flowers of  Dr. Edward 
Bach. The classes will be directed by Rosaleen Fadden. She will concentrate on local healing herbs and 
trees. Dates: Fridays 14th & 21st May. Time: 11.00am -12.30 pm. 2. Cooking with Herbs. Classes by Majel-
la Johnson: Fridays 28th May & 4th June 11.00 am - 12.30 pm 3. Herbs in your garden - Eddie Byrne, will 
conduct these two workshops. Details to be confirmed later. The workshops are free but you must book 
in advance. Please send your name and email address to fdunne@kcetb.ie before May10th. Sponsored by 
Carlow ETB

The Catholic Communications Office:
The Catholic Communications Office has been contacted by the HSE with the following reminder message 
for everyone aged over 60 years to register for their vaccine.Reminder for everyone aged 60 and over to reg-
ister for their vaccine. We would like to remind everyone aged 65-69 to register for their COVID-19 vaccine 



through the HSE’s online registration system or on the phone with HSELive. Following the success of  the 
online registration for people aged 65- 69, we are inviting those aged 60-64 to register from Friday 23 April.
However, before we do, we want to remind those aged 65-69 who have yet to register to make sure to register 
as soon as possible. Everyone in this age group is now eligible to register including:
* frontline healthcare workers who haven’t gotten an appointment through their workplace
* people aged 65-69 who have a health condition that puts them at very high risk (vaccine allocation Group 
4) and who haven’t been given an appointment through their hospital or healthcare team
Online registration – information for patients and service users 
People in this age group who are registering online will need:
* their Personal Public Service Number (PPSN), their Eircode and an email address or a mobile phone 
number.
A friend or family member can help. If  someone is finding it difficult to go online and register or they can 
ring HSELive for support on 1850 24 1850 or 01 240 8787 from 8am to 8pm, 7 days. If  a person doesn’t have 
a PPSN they can register on the phone with HSElive. Once registered the person will receive their vaccine 
appointment for the COVID-19 AstraZeneca made through the registered charity’s account at AIB Douglas 
Road, Cork. Sort Code 934348, Account No: 21439006. You can also donate online at idonate.ie or DONATE 
through their website. Edith Wilkins spoke at our novena a few years ago about her charity.

Irish Catholic Newspaper:
Irish Catholic Newspaper on sale in st Clare’s Church.

Helplines:
The Samaratians - 116123 
Pieta House – 0818 111 126 
Crisis Text Line Ireland – Confidential messaging support for anyone going through a mental health or 
emotional crisis, either big or small. Txt: 3TS to 50808 or Txt: Spunout to 50808 
Mental Health Information: - 1800 111 888

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People::
ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports for older people who have concerns or 
are facing difficulties relating to the outbreak of  COVID-19 (Coronavirus). Professional staff  are available 
to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where necessary. The support line is open seven days a 
week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.

St. Vincent De Paul:
Local Conference – St. Fiacc’s. Tel: 086-1592775.

A very big thank you to everyone who continues to support the parish during the 
Covid 19 lockdown:
Contributions can be made directly from your bank by direct debits/standing orders. The parish account 
details are: Account Name: Graiguecullen Church |BIC: BOFIIE2D IBAN: IE12 BOFI 9065 3123 3222 21. 
Please put your name and address in the reference box. This is a really easy way to contribute to your parish!

PRAYER INTERCESSORS:
This group is available to pray regularly but individually for the life of  the parish as well as spe-
cific intentions that arise from time to time. If  you have a family member who is seriously ill or is un-
dergoing a major operation or any other special request please ring the parish office (9141833) 
or alternatively email gkparish@gmail.com or text 087 6216207 & we will send out a group text 
to request prayers. In order to maintain confidentiality, we do not use names in the prayer texts.



ANNIVERSARIES

Saturday 8th - Sunday 16th May 2021
(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com) 

or call the Parish Centre 05991 41866 |05991 82882

 Sat 8th  10am  Roderick Delaney, 44 Castlehill (40th Anniv)
  6.30pm  Margaret (Peggy) O’Sullivan, Duggan Ave (20th Anniv)
   Brendan Hand, 119 St Clare’s Rd
   Pat Kehoe, 83 New Oak Estate
 Sun 9th  10.15am  Andrew Ryan, Killeshin (10th Anniv)
   Patsy Doyle, Killeshin
  11.30am  James & Anastasia Malone, Coolane also their son Edward
   Bernard Rookard, Kilbricken, Callan
   Molly Fitzgerald, Graiguenamanagh
      Mon 10th  10am Elizabeth (Eilish) Murphy, 2 Henry St 
 Wed 12th  10am Joseph Kenny, St Fiacc’s Tce also Joseph Lawler
   (Intention Mass)-(Paul Davin, Ballylinan)
 Thu 13th  10am (Brendan Farrell, 4 Avondale Drive, Hanover also his mother Mary (née Nelson)  
   and brother John)
 Sat 15th  10am  Pat Cunnigham (25th Anniv)
  6.30pm Thomas & Brigid Murphy, 1 St. Lazerians Tce 
   Ellen & Ciss Haughney, Sleaty St
   Bridget Bryan, Pat Bryan & Mary Agnes Bryan, Ballyfoyle, Maganey 
   Seamus McGuire, Keelogue, Killeshin
   James & Mary O’Regan, Keelogue also their son Martin
   Larry Fitzpatrick, Mounthrath Rd, Portlaoise
   Berto Kelly, Duggan Ave (Birthday Rem) 
 Sun 16th  10.15am  Mary (Molly) Hearns, Clonmore, Killeshin
   Frank Brennan, Cappalug, (10th Anniv) and deceased members of  
   the Brennan family 
   Stasia Doyle, Ardenteggle
  11.30am  Margaret Carolan, Levitstown, Maganey (Birthday Rem) 
   Maudie Brennan, Mullins Lane, Crossneen
   (Katie Moore, Mullins Lane, Crossneen also her son Tommy 
   & daughters Maisie & Kitty)
   Deceased members of  the Fenlon & Moore families
   (Patrick & Ellen Brennan, Ballycarney also their son Michael & daughter Connie)
   Deceased members of  the Byrne & Brennan families

R.I.P.
Sarah Dooley (née Golden), 2 Springhill Court, Fruithill, Graiguecullen

Austin McCarthy, Barrow House, Kelvin Court, Athy Road, Carlow


