GRAIGUECULLEN KILLESHIN
- Parish Link -

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person: Mr Michael Daly 085 802 1633.
Rev. Fr. John Dunphy: Phone: 059 914 1833 | 918 2882.
Priest on Call for Carlow Area: (Emergency Only) Phone: 087 258 8118.
Parish Office: 059 914 1833 | 918 2882. Email: gkparish@gmail.com.
Web: www.graiguecullenkilleshin.com.
Find us on Facebook: Graiguecullen Parish.
Safeguarding Reps: B. Llyod & S. McWey: 059 914 1833.

Holy Cross Church

St. Clare’s Church

HAPPY NEW YEAR:

“May the faith in God be with you this year, may the peace of God surround you, and may you be blessed
each day!”

SPECIAL NEW YEAR’S MASS TO WELCOME IN 2021:

At 11.30am in St Clare’s Church. Why not join with us in praying for special blessings on your family and all
our parish for 2021.

MASS ON NEW YEAR’S EVE:
At 6.30pm – please join us for this special Mass to reflect on the year that was 2020.

Dear Parishioners:

I wish you all a very Happy New Year and hope you are all keeping safe. It’s hard to believe that our churches are closed again. Unfortunately that means only 10 people can attend funerals and only 6 people for Weddings. With the Covid numbers rising every day many people are feeling anxious and nervous. Sometimes
when we feel isolated, worried and alone all we can do is pray to the Lord and listen to his words ‘Do not
be afraid I am with you’. Hopefully with a concerted effort from all of us and with the vaccine on the way
we will see an end to the virus soon. For the next while all our Masses and services can be viewed on our
webcam and facebook. Although you cannot attend in person you may be assured that we are thinking of
you all when we are celebrating Mass and we will continue to keep you all in our prayers. Even though we
are separated we are very much connected in faith.
Every blessing - Fr John

Christmas Mass Times:

CHRISTMAS EVE Times
St Clare’s Church: 1pm, 3pm & 5pm (specially for families with young children)
7pm & 9pm
Holy Cross Church: 5pm & 7pm
CHRISTMAS DAY
St Clare’s Church: 10am & 12noon
Holy Cross Church: 9am & 10.30am
SATURDAY 26th DEC.
St Clare’s Church: 6.30pm
SUNDAY 27th DEC.
St Clare’s Church: 9am & 11.30am
Holy Cross Church: 10.15am

Parish Envelopes:

The 2021 boxes of envelopes are available at the church doors and we ask each family to take a box and use
the envelopes to make your contribution to our Parish Development Fund and other special collections. We
need your financial support to continue to upkeep and maintain our beautiful churches and parish buildings
and to develop our pastoral initiatives. The work of the parish is greatly helped by your regular Financial
Support.

Parish Centre Opening Hours:

Tues 29th/Wed 30th Dec. - Open 9am to 1pm
Thurs 31st Dec. - Closed
Fri 1st Jan – Closed
Re-opens again: Monday 4th January
Anniversaries can be emailed to: gkparish@gmail.com

Appreciation:

Looking back on the year, there is evidence of God’s goodness shining through, from mask wearing to
sharing limited resources, like food and money, to ensure people get through this crisis. We are especially
indebted to the courage and generosity of frontline workers, delivery drivers, factory workers, and refuse
collectors, among the many who daily risk their lives to keep ours as normal as possible.
Here in Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish we have been overwhelmed by the kindness of everyone who volunteers in any way in our varying ministries. It is a long list but I feel I really need to highlight and thank
all those who contribute to all the work carried out on your behalf here in Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish.

Our parish Community Thanks:

Our two sacristans:
Catherine Ryan in St Clare’s Church and Vera Bolger in Holy Cross Church and of course their teams of
helpers. We thank them for all their work and particularly their support and tolerance for all the changes that
had to take place in order to meet the government guidelines. They work away quietly in the background
but we would not have been able to carry on without their support.
Singers/Musicians
Unfortunately our choirs have been unable to sing for much of the year but we are extremely grateful to all
those who sang for us since the first lockdown and ensured our Masses were very spiritual since. We look
forward to have all our wonderful choirs back soon.
Flower arrangers/Eucharistic Ministers/readers/slide & webcam & facebook operators:
A big thank you to everyone involved in these ministries. We have had to change the way we do things but
they were very adaptable and for this we are really grateful.
Sunday School leaders/Mass servers/money counters/evergreens/parish bingo:
We thank you for all your service to our church. We have missed you all since March and look forward to
having you all back with us in the very near future. I know a lot of people have commented on how much
they miss their weekly outing to the bingo and their trips with the evergreens.
Baptism Ministers:
Although we have been in and out of lockdown and baptisms have been postponed a number of times
during the year we have been able to carry out a large number of them and for this we thank all our baptism
ministers who were a tremendous help both during the ceremonies but also sanitizing afterwards.
One thing 2020 has given us is some new ministries - we now have a stewarding ministry and a Covid 19
team:
We are extremely grateful for the tremendous work of both groups – the Covid-19 who took on the task of
preparing all our churches, halls etc. and made certain we had everything in place to ensure we were following all of the many government regulations and thanks to all our stewards for their welcome, direction and
sanitizing during the past 9 months. It has really given us the feeling of safety. We welcome and thank all
the new young people who have come on board to help out as stewards.
Parish Finance Committee:
Have worked hard during the year as usual to ensure that everything ran smoothly in the parish and for this,
we are extremely grateful.
You the parishioners:
We wish to express our gratitude for all the support financially and otherwise, we have received from the
people of the parish. With the bingo closed and the churches closed for so long and then opened with such
limited capacity income was limited but people have supported us greatly by dropping their parish contributions into the parish centre or paid their contribution directly by online banking.
We would also like to take this opportunity to appreciate and thank our reach out ministry groups:
St Vincent de Paul:
We are thankful for all the work the volunteers do in this tremendous ministry of care and compassion for
those in need. The committee have been overwhelmed by the generosity of all our parishioners especially
as they could not carry out their usual fundraising events.
Our 2 Community employment schemes:
Particularly our sponsoring committees, supervisors and assistant supervisors and all our scheme participants. Our parish gets tremendous benefits in many different areas from the schemes.
St Fiacc’s Hall/Killeshin Community Hall/Swimming Pool:
Thanks to all the staff and volunteers for all their hard work. It has been a tough year particularly re-opening after lockdown as there are so many regulations to follow but they have worked hard to ensure everyone
is safe.
St Clare’s Hospitality:
We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of people & businesses who have donated food and money to
this charity and a big thank you to our schools who have donated huge amounts of food this year to enable
us to people in need. With all the regulations we decided to change to a take away food service which has
worked really well and we are still delivering nearly 60 food parcels every week to families and we were also

able to deliver over 50 Christmas Hampers. A big thank you to our volunteers who pack the parcels and to
the volunteers who deliver them every week and the staff and volunteers who give out the takeaway meals.
Thanks also to the Carlow Gardai and Carlow First Responders who delivered the parcels during the lockdown.
St Fiacc’s House:
Our parish welfare home for the elderly. Huge congratulations and thanks to Joan Doogue and all the staff
for their tremendous work in keeping our elderly so safe during this time and thank also to the Board of
Directors for their tremendous work. We have seen how dangerous this time has been for our elderly and we
as a parish really appreciate all the hard work that has gone into keeping the residents active, content and
safe. We thank too all the volunteer drivers who have kept the meals on wheels going during this time. The
number of people receiving the meals has risen and we appreciate all the time and energy it takes to keep
this service going.
Principal, Teachers and support staff of our parish schools:
This has been a worrying time for everyone but particularly all those involved in education. We thank everyone for the tremendous effort you put into keeping all our children safe and well educated. We want you
to know that we really appreciate the work involved particularly during the lock down with remote learning
and now trying to keep everyone safe in school.
Finally, a big thank you to Fr Liam and the Poor Clare Community for all their support and prayers over the
years. We are truly blessed to have Fr Liam and the Poor Clare Sisters in our parish community praying for
us and with us every day.
Thanks too, to all the parish staff - those who look after our churches, the grounds and the parish centre.
Thanks to Michael Daly and Mick Woods for all the work they did during the year and particularly on our
beautiful crib and to John Bradley for his work in Killeshin. A big thank you to Catherine, Mary, Isobel, Angelika and Lauren for all their work in the office and Suzanne and Cathriona for organizing the tickets for
our Christmas Masses. Thanks also to Suzanne for all the work she does with our sacramental programmes.
This has been a stressful year with the cancellations and re-organising of weddings, First Communion Ceremonies, Baptisms etc. We appreciate all the work that has gone into this and thank everyone for your patience. Thanks to PJ Reddy who has designed our new website and ensures that everyone is kept informed
of what is happening in the parish.
Special thanks to Cathriona Kelly our parish Youth Minister who has been such a tremendous support
always but particularly during Covid 19. She has coordinated all our singers, musicians, stewards, screen
operators, readers, and Eucharistic Ministers as well as making the slides for all our Masses. We thank
Cathriona and her youth ministry team, Nicola, Gary and Sara and all who organised our beautiful Carol
Service. It has been a difficult year but Cathriona’s energy and support has made everything a little easier.
May God give us all health and happiness during the year ahead
and may he give our Parish His Special Blessings.
We wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful New Year.
Fr John & the Parish Team.

Second Webcam:

We now have a second webcam in St. Clare’s which offers different views of the sanctuary during our
services.
To access our parish webcams:
1). Go to www.graiguecullenkilleshin.com.
2). Choose from 2 different views of webcam.
you will need to produce the ticket before entering the church and follow the directions of the stewards at
all time.

