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What is World Mission Sunday?
In basic terms, World Mission Sunday is the Holy Father’s annual direct appeal for spiritual and financial 
support so that the life-giving work of  missionaries can continue. It always falls over the second last week-
end in October, it is one of  three yearly Universal Church collections. Since its announcement as a papal 
collection, all parishes worldwide have offered Mass collections from the day to aid the work of  missionaries 
and mission overseas.
This year’s theme ‘To- gether we can do more 
- Blessed are the peace- makers’ is highlighting 
that our Church is a global community that 
must stand together if  it is to do more. COVID-19 
brings much fear, but it also shows us that selfless 
and courageous actions are not reserved solely 
for saints. In fact they are found in every one 
of  us, and that by acting together we can achieve 
more. The theme also recognises our mission-
aries as peacemakers. In many of  our poorer 
parishes in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, it is 
missionaries who are on the front line. We already owe these women and men so much, as they walk hand-
in-hand with marginalised communities, long before and after any emergency. Just like Jesus, the Prince of  
Peace, missionaries emulate love and harmony as they reconcile fragile people, from fractured communi-
ties, with God and with each other. Show missionaries you care by supporting their life-giving work. Donate 
€4.00 by texting the word ‘Mission’ to 50300. Alternatively donations can be left into the parish centre and 
we will forward them for you.
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Torn 
We live our lives torn in many directions. From the moment we wake up there are a hundred and one claims 
on our time. We have to look after our homes and our families. We have to go to work and deal with a whole 
range of  tasks from the very important to the totally banal. We have to fill in forms, pay bills, make calls, 
answer emails, maintain the car, and pick up the shopping. If  we’re very lucky we might just squeeze in a bit 
of  leisure time. But in our lives torn by conflicting interests, how do we make time for God? The Pharisees 
and the Herodians in today’s gospel decided to set a trap for Jesus. “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor,” 
they asked, “or not?” they were confident that they had put Jesus in a ‘no win’ situation. If  Jesus said “tax-
es should be paid to Caesar, then this was something akin to treason. If  however Jesus said that the taxes 
should be paid, he would be denounced to the strict Jews. Jesus replied, “Give to the emperor, the things 
that are the emperor’s and to God the things that are God’s.” It is tempting to imagine that Jesus might 
have been talking about compartments. We imagine a compartment for things belonging to Caesar, and 
a compartment for things belonging to God. Of  course there could be no such compartments, because as 
we know everything comes from God, so everything must belong to God. So had Jesus really answered the 
question, or merely sidestepped it? Perhaps today we struggle with Jesus’ answer as much as the Pharisees 
and Herodians must have done. Perhaps we see life as a conflict between God’s claim on us and all life’s 
other claims in just the way God’s enemies were suggesting. Perhaps we try to put God into a Sunday morn-
ing compartment and even that will conflict with the children’s football and the D.I.Y. What Jesus tells us 
today is liberating. Once we learn to allow God into every corner of  our lives our lives become whole instead 
of  torn and fragmented. Once we know that our only loyalty is to God there can be no conflict.

Blessing of Pets
A big thank you to Maxi Zoo who donated the vouchers that were given out at the Blessing 
of  the Pets last Sunday. It was great to see so many pets and their families.

NEWS & EVENTS

HOLY HOUR:
St. Clare’s Church - Wednesday 21st @8pm. Please join us virtually for an hour of  peace, silence, music & 
prayer.

Angelus / Rosary:
Tune in daily @ 12 noon via webcam to join in virtual prayer.

Autumn Priests Collection:
Contributions for this collection can still be left into the parish office. We greatly appreciate your support.

Parish Finances: 
The parish depends on contributions from the community to maintain church buildings, grounds and ser-
vices. During lockdown contributions to any of  our parish collections can still be made in the parish centre 
or through the parish donate button on the diocesan website www.kandle.ie.
Alternatively contributions can be made directly from your bank by direct debits/standing orders. 

The parish account details are: Graiguecullen Church - BIC: BOFIIE2D IBAN: IE12 BOFI 9065 3123 3222 
21. Please put your name and address in the reference box. This is a really easy way to contribute to your 
parish!



Thank You:
Following our Global wave of  light this week to mark International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remem-
brance Day we would like to thank Stephen Corry from Premier Lighting and Sound for his generous con-
tribution to the success of  the night.

The Hook of Faith Zoom Conference:
The team at ‘The Hook of  Faith’ are pleased to announce a Zoom Conference for the month of  October 
that focuses on ‘EVANGELISING IRISH CULTURE TODAY’. see website (www.thehookoffaith.com).

Zoom Family Rosary:
In this month of  October the ‘Zoom Family Rosary’ is an online meeting place where families from Ireland 
and other parts of  the world can pray the Rosary together, using mobile phones, tablets, laptops and desk-
top computers. Download the Zoom app and sign up for free. Once you are signed up click on the
link: http://bit.ly/ZoomFamilyRosary which will bring you to a web page where you can register. Once 
registered, you will receive a return email with a clickable link to ‘Join’. This link will bring you to the ‘Zoom 
Family Rosary’. Use this link each Saturday to join in the online Rosary.

Do not lose heart – a message in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic from the 
Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference:
Since the outbreak of  the Covid-19 pandemic the people of  Ireland have endured testing times with cour-
age, resilience and compassion. Individuals and communities have made great sacrifices for the protection 
of  life, health and the Common Good. Now that more restrictive measures are being put in place, we en-
courage people to persevere and not to lose heart. Faith and prayer, in the home and in church can be a huge 
support in difficult times. While we fully support the guidance of  the public health authorities, we will con-
tinue to engage constructively in the coming days with the civil authorities to ensure that our people have 
continued access to the support of  Mass and the Sacraments and essential spiritual nourishment for these 
challenging times. The communal celebration of  Mass and the Sacraments – even with restricted numbers 
– is at the very heart of  what it means for us to be a Christian community. These are not simply ‘gatherings’ 
of  people, but profound expressions of  who we are as a Church. For parishes, and individual Catholics, the 
loss of  these spiritual supports can be a source of  great anxiety, and fear, and can have a detrimental impact 
on their overall health and well-being. (see full text on www.graiguecullenkilleshin.com)

A Coronavirus Prayer:
Loving and healing God, we, your people, turn to you in prayer, confident that you are with us in every mo-
ment. We stand before you as people of  hope, trusting in your care and protection. May your faithful love 
support us and soothe the anxiety of  our hearts. Generous God, fill us with compassion and concern for 
others, that we may look after one another in these challenging days. Bring healing to those who are sick 
and be with their families. May those who have died rest in your eternal embrace. Comfort their family and 
friends. Strengthen and protect all medical professionals caring for the sick and all who work in our medical 
facilities. Give wisdom to leaders in healthcare and governance that they may make the right decisions for 
the well-being of  all. We pray in gratitude for all those in our country who continue to work in so many fields 
of  life for the sake of  us all. Bless them and keep them safe. O God of  creation, we place ourselves in your 
protection. May the mantle of  your peace enfold us this day and tomorrow. 
                                       St. Clare, pray for us.
                                       St. Fiacc, pray for us.
                                       St. Francis, pray for us.
                                       May all the saints of  God, pray for us. Amen.

St Mary’s Academy CBS:
Enrolment for 1st years is now open. The closing date for enrolment is Friday 23 rd October 2020. Please 
go to the school website cbscarlow.ie where you will find all relevant information including our application 
form or you can contact the school on 059 9142419.



ANNIVERSARIES

Saturday 17th - Sunday 25th October 2020

 Sat 17th 6.30pm Johnny & Lizzie Corcoran, Whitney Place and all deceased family & friends
   Lena Fillingham, St Fiaccs Tce (Birthday Rem)
   Jim Power, Coolenaugh
 Sun 18th 11.30am Michael Lynch, Ballickmoyler Rd
   Anastasia Doran, Cappalug
   Eileen Dowling, St Clare’s Rd (Birthday Rem) 
   Frank Gillen, 67 Heatherhill Close
   Peggy Byrne, 145 Duggan Ave also her son JJ Byrne 
   John Lowry, Hanover, Carlow
 Mon 19th 10am Intention Mass
   Rory Purcell, London (Birthday Rem)
   Alice Smyth, Garrons, Stradbally
 Tue 20th 10am (Month’s Mind) Philomena Byrne, Sleaty St 
   (Intention Mass)-(Mass for the Holy Souls)
 Fri 23rd 10am Kitty Grant, St Fiaccs Tce 
 Sat 24th 6.30pm P.J. O’Gorman, Athy
  Sun 25th 11.30am Eileen Stammers, St Fiaccs Tce & Chester 
   Kitty Courtney, Oakley Park
   Kevin Stronge, John Sweeney Park

(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com) 
or call the Parish Centre 0599141833/0599182882


