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Must Try Harder! 
Do we fondly imagine that people ought to love us just the way we are? We are told often enough that God 
loves us warts and all. But do we carry this belief  through life with not much thought of  betterment?
In today’s parable a king invites guests to his son’s wedding. When the guests refuse to turn up, the king 
extends the invitation to a different set of  guests, both good and bad. The guests fill the wedding hall, but 
as they do so, the king notices one man not wearing a wedding robe and he has him bound hand and foot 

Dear parishioners,
I hope you are all keeping safe. It’s hard to believe that our churches are closed again although a number 
of  people have commented that they felt so safe in our churches they cannot understand why? I would like 
to take this opportunity to again thank our sacristans, stewards, eucharistic ministers, readers and singers 
and everyone who worked so tirelessly making our churches safe for worship. With the Covid numbers ris-
ing  every day many people are feeling anxious and nervous. Sometimes when we feel isolated, worried and 
alone all we can do is pray to the Lord and listen to his words ‘Do not be afraid I am with you’.
Maybe now is the time for all of  us to make a concerted effort to pray for an end to the virus. I would ask ev-
eryone to think about joining with your family in prayer and say maybe a decade of  the rosary or any prayer 
you prefer every day together. We can also look after ourselves and our neighbours by keeping
to the government guidelines and maybe check in with elderly neighbours if  we can.
For the next couple of  weeks all our Masses and Services can be viewed on our webcam and facebook. 
Although you cannot attend in person you may be assured that we are thinking of  you all when we are cel-
ebrating Massand we will continue to keep you all in our prayers. 
Even though we are separated we are very much connected in faith.Hopefully we will see an end to this 
virus very soon.
Every blessing 
Fr John



and thrown out into the darkness! The consequences for not wearing the right outfit seem overly harsh as 
far as this poor guest is concerned, but of  course the parable has not really very much to do with wedding 
receptions and even less to do with wearing the right tie. The overriding theme in this story is to do with 
standards. Jesus explains that the Kingdom of  God is open to all but that doesn’t mean that anyone and 
everyone can stroll into heaven. Just as guests make an effort to be correctly dressed for a wedding, so too 
must we put in the preparation and effort to be accepted into God’s Kingdom. The guest who was thrown 
out of  the wedding feast for his cavalier ‘accept me just the way I am’ attitude presents a warning for us 
all. Too often we go about our daily routines not feeling any need to live life better. Far too often we look on 
our Christianity as making choices between good and evil, and we are confident that we rarely choose evil. 
But Jesus is asking more of  us than simply choosing between right and wrong, he is asking us to choose 
between good and an even greater good. What we imagine is our ‘best’ very rarely is. Just as the guest in 
today’s parable did little more than turn up to the wedding, so we live life going through the motions but not 
much more. Accepting God’s invitation to join him is only the first step, it’s how we live out that acceptance 
that really matters.

Blessing of Pets
Unfortunately, last week’s blessing of  pets was can-
celled due to bad weather. Since restrictions have 
now increased, Fr. Dunphy will give individual bless-
ings this Sunday 11th in the parish centre carpark
to any of  your pets from the safety of  your car be-
tween 2-2.30pm. Please come along in your car 
during that 30min window to have your pets blessed.

NEWS & EVENTS

HOLY HOUR:
St. Clare’s Church - Wednesday 14th @8pm. Please join us virtually for an hour of  peace, silence, music & 
prayer.

Angelous / Rosary:
Tune in daily @ 12 noon via webcam to join in virtual prayer.

Carlow Mental Health Association:
Is delighted that this year’s Mensana Fest (Carlow’s Mental Health Festival) is going ahead from 9th - 
11th October. There are lots of  talks, walks, mindfulness sessions, webinars and so much more. For our 
full timetable please check out our Facebook Page or contact us on carlowmentalhealth@hotmail.com or 
0858181353. We have limited places at events but most events will be live streamed on our Facebook Page so 
you can watch from the comfort of  your own home.

October - Mission Month: 
The world is in crisis. In many poorer parishes in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, it is overseas mission-
aries who are on the front line. These women and men already do so much. Walking hand-in-hand with 
marginalised communities, long before and long after any emergency. Right now, they desperately need 



your help. Show missionaries you care by supporting their life-giving work. Donate €4.00 by texing the word 
‘Mission’ to 50300. Alternatively donate at www.wmi/mission or call Fiona in World Missions Ireland on 01 
497 2035. World Missions Ireland is Pope Francis’ charity for overseas mission. It is part of  a global network 
serving the Church in over 120 countries. Internationally they are known as Missio or the Pontifical Mission 
Societies and together, with your help, they support overseas missionaries through all challenges, struggles 
and hardships. (Texts cost €4. World Missions Ireland will receive a minimum of  €3.60. Service Provider: 
LikeCharity. Helpline: 076 680 5278. Republic of  Ireland only.) We are blessed to have them.

Baptisms:
As per government guidelines all baptisms have been cancelled for the moment. Attendance at weddings 
and funerals is limited to 25 people.

Youth Ministry Evening:
Postponed until further notice due to restrictions. We look forward to gathering soon with all young people 
from 1st – 3rd Year who are interested in getting involved in our parish youth ministries.

Killeshin Community Development Ltd:
Are holding the AGM on Monday 12th October @ 7 pm. This meeting will be held virtually. If  you wish to 
attend please forward your email address to thedenkcdl@eircom.net by Sunday 11th October.

Baby Loss Remembrance week (October 9th to 15th):
Throughout this special week bereaved parents, their families and friends, unite with each other and others 
across the world to commemorate the lives of  babies who died during pregnancy, at or soon after birth, and 
in infancy. To mark the event the outside of  St Clare’s Church will be lit up between 7pm & 8pm on this 
Thursday 15th. Due to restrictions people are not allowed to gather but if  you are walking or driving by say 
a prayer for all bereaved parents and families.

A Coronavirus Prayer:
Loving and healing God, we, your people, turn to you in prayer, confident that you are with us in every mo-
ment. We stand before you as people of  hope, trusting in your care and protection. May your faithful love 
support us and soothe the anxiety of  our hearts. Generous God, fill us with compassion and concern for 
others, that we may look after one another in these challenging days. Bring healing to those who are sick 
and be with their families. May those who have died rest in your eternal embrace. Comfort their family and 
friends. Strengthen and protect all medical professionals caring for the sick and all who work in our medical 
facilities. Give wisdom to leaders in healthcare and governance that they may make the right decisions for 
the well-being of  all. We pray in gratitude for all those in our country who continue to work in so many fields 
of  life for the sake of  us all. Bless them and keep them safe. O God of  creation, we place ourselves in your 
protection. May the mantle of  your peace enfold us this day and tomorrow. 
                                       St. Clare, pray for us.
                                       St. Fiacc, pray for us.
                                       St. Francis, pray for us.
                                       May all the saints of  God, pray for us. Amen.

Knockbeg College:
would like to announce that our Enrolment for the 2021/2022 academic year is now open. All relevant notic-
es, policies and enrolment forms can be found on our school website at www.knockbegcollege.ie 

St Mary’s Academy CBS:
Enrolment for 1 st years is now open. The closing date for enrolment is Friday 23 rd October 2020. Please 
go to the school website cbscarlow.ie where you will find all relevant information including our application 
form or you can contact the school on 059 9142419.



ANNIVERSARIES

Saturday 10th - Sunday 18th October 2020

 Sat 10th  6.30pm  Paddy Hennessy, 22 Church St
   Andrew Barcoe, Coolnamara, Borris & England
    Sun 11th 9am  Tony & Cathy Steward, Athy
   Elizabeth Kinsella, Keelogue
   William & Mary Brennan also son Patrick, Jamestown, Ballybrittas
  11.30am John Byrne, Oakley Park
   Leigh-Kate Haughney, Barrowvale 
   Rebecca Leigh O’Brien, New Oak
   Breda Nolan, Killeshin
   Katriona Deevy, Brotherton
 Mon 12th 10am Mary Keating, St Fiaccs Tce
  Wed 14th 10am Mary Farrell, St Fiaccs Tce
   Paddy O’Reilly, Maher Road 
   Frank Gillen, 67 Heatherhill Close
 Thu 15th 10am  Sarah & James Mc Cartney, 27 St Fiaccs Tce
 Fri 16th  10am  Peggy Byrne, 145 Duggan Ave also her son JJ Byrne
 Sat 17th  6.30pm Johnny & Lizzie Corcoran, Whitney Place and all deceased family & friends
   Lena Fillingham, St Fiaccs Tce (Birthday Rem)
 Sun 18th 11.30am Michael Lynch, Ballickmoyler Rd
   Anastasia Doran, Cappalug
   Eileen Dowling, St Clare’s Rd (Birthday Rem)
   Frank Gillen, 67 Heatherhill Close
   Peggy Byrne, 145 Duggan Ave also her son JJ Byrne

(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com)

R.I.P.
Clare McHugh, Springhill, Killeshin & Bagenalstown

Mary Feeney (née Farrell), 36 Tommy Murphy Park & Ballickmoyler 
Bridie Scully (née Comerford), 5 Sleaty Rd


