
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24th May, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we just completed our 10th week of COVID 19 and the lock down restrictions are now slowly being lifted I 
would like to take an opportunity to bring you all up to date on what’s been happening in our parish.  We are 
all slowly becoming experts in technology and large numbers from the parish and indeed around the country 
and other countries have been joining us for all our Masses and services on our webcam and Facebook.  We 
have received emails from people who originally came from Graiguecullen, Killeshin and surrounding areas 
and are now joining us regularly via their phones and laptops. 
 
The road map ahead is long.  We are still unable to get together to celebrate Mass but our churches are now 
open for a few hours each day (12.30pm - 4pm) for quiet, personal prayer and I would ask everyone who calls 
into the church to please follow the guidelines i.e. sanitising etc.  This is very important for the health and 
safety of everyone.  We have put in place a system whereby certain seats are used so if you enter a seat you 
put down the kneeler.  Please leave it down when you are finished (even if you don’t kneel down).  This gives 
us an indication where people have been and means it’s not necessary to clean the whole church every day.  I 
would at this stage like to thank Catherine Ryan and Vera Bolger (our Sacristans) and all those who 
volunteered to join the rota for sanitising the church every day.  We really appreciate all their hard work and 
would not be able to open the church without them. 
 
A big thank you to all those who have sent in their collection envelopes, set up direct debits to the parish 
account or made donations in any way.  Donations to our parish or any diocesan collection i.e. Trocaire can 
now also be made on the diocesan website at www.kandle.ie. 
 
We will shortly be able to organise baptisms and I am in the process of contacting all those who had babies 
registered and the ceremony could not take place.  I will organise dates with the parents and it will be one 
family at a time to adhere to the regulations.  If you have a child you wish to have baptised please contact the 
parish office on 0599141833 and leave your name and I will contact you as soon as possible. 
 
We were blessed to have our Confirmation and First Confession ceremonies before the lockdown but 
unfortunately the First Communion ceremonies were postponed.  We will reorganise dates for these as soon as 
we are allowed.  We are streaming a Mass for the Knockbeg Graduation Class next Wednesday and we will be 
organising a graduation Mass for the 6th Class pupils from Killeshin and Graiguecullen in the next few weeks 
and will be in contact with families before then. 
 
I would like to remember especially at this time all the families who have lost a loved one and all those people 
who have been recently diagnosed with a serious illness.  We also remember all those working on the 
Frontline to keep us safe.  Thank you all for your dedication and service.  You are all in my thoughts and 
remembered at all our Masses.   
 
Lastly, I wish to thank the Poor Clare Sisters, our readers, musicians, singers and the technical team who 
ensure that our Facebook and webcam are working and all those who participate in any way with our Masses 
and services.  It is a difficult and lonely time for everyone but we are truly blessed to have the prayers and 
support of all those who join us each day.   
 
I wish you every blessing. 
 
Fr John 


