
Graiguecullen/Killeshin Parish Link 

12
th

 April 2020 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

Happy Easter to all our Parishioners and all the new friends we 

have made during this time of crisis in our country via our 

services on webcam.  We have received messages from all over the 

world. Our thoughts are with you all particularly those who are 

feeling lonely and isolated.  We send Easter Blessings to everyone 

especially those on the front line who are working in their own 

way for the good of all of us.  Our prayers are with you all and we 

ask you to keep us in your prayers.  Please God we will get back 

to normal soon.  Keep safe! 

Fr John, Fr Liam and the parish team. 
 

Church Services for Holy Week and Easter 2020 

All our services can be viewed via webcam on 

www.graiguecullenkilleshin.com or on facebook 
 

 

Thurs 9
th

 April:-   (HOLY  THURSDAY) 

 

On Holy Thursday we celebrate the institution of the Eucharist by Jesus at the Last 

Supper and service to one another by the washing of the feet of the apostles.  This year 

at our Mass we especially remember and pray for all those in service at this time. 

           

10.00am :- Morning Prayer in St. Clare’s  

          12.00noon:- Angelus & Rosary    

7.30pm:- Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper in St. Clare’s 

followed by Solemn Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

(All children preparing for First Communion and  

     those who have received Confirmation are  

     invited to join us via webcam) 

  9.30pm :- Night Prayer in St. Clare’s     

 

Friday 10
th

 April:-   (GOOD FRIDAY)  

 

The cross is the symbol of Good Friday.  As people will not be able to venerate the cross 

in the church we ask all those watching on webcam to place a crucifix in their sacred 

space if they have one, or in a prominent position in their home.   This can be used to 

venerate the cross during the service.   

http://www.graiguecullenkilleshin.com/


(If you don’t have a crucifix why not use the crucifix on a rosary beads) 

 

10.00am :- Morning Prayer in St. Clare’s Church.  

12.00am:- Angelus & Rosary 

  3.00pm :- Celebration of the Lord’s Passion in St. Clare’s 

  7.00pm:- Stations of the Cross for families 

     (All children preparing for First Communion and  

     those who have received Confirmation are  

     invited to join us via webcam) 

      

Saturday 11
th

 April:-   (HOLY  SATURDAY) 

 

During the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday at 6.30pm we will have the blessing of the new 

Fire and the lighting of the Easter (Paschal) Candle.  We invite you to have a bowl of 

water and a candle ready for this ceremony.  During the ceremonies you will be asked to 

bless yourself and renew your baptismal promises. 

  

   10.00am:- Morning Prayer in St. Clare’s Church.       

                      12.00noon:- Angelus & Rosary 

                                6.30pm :- Easter Vigil Mass in St. Clare’s Church. 

      

Sunday 12
th

 April :-   (EASTER  SUNDAY) 

    

Mass @ 11.30am in St. Clare’s Church  

 

A joint Holy Week and Easter message from Archbishop Eamon 

Martin and Archbishop-elect John McDowell 

“Early on the first day of the week while it was still dark…” John 20:1 

The Easter story begins in darkness, in a time of great fear, sorrow and despair. The 

disciples were nowhere to be seen but were hidden away behind locked doors fearing 

for their lives. That description could very easily describe the world we have been living 

in for the last number of weeks as the covid-19 pandemic has taken hold. What once 

was familiar has become unfamiliar and we are now in so many ways cut off from our 

normal routine and way of living. Family and friends are isolated and kept apart, with 

doors closed to keep out an unseen enemy. Every day we search for good news and 

some sort of light upon the horizon. 

When he rose from the dead on that first Easter morning, the risen Christ brought the 

light of hope into the darkness of despair. The stone was rolled away from the entrance 

to the tomb and the risen Lord appeared to Mary. Through closed doors he entered the 

place where the disciples were and said to them “peace be with you.” 

The Easter story may begin in the darkness, but it ends in the light. From Good Friday 

to Easter Day – from the cross to the empty tomb, from death to life, these holy days 

invite us to journey inwards to seek the inner peace that only Christ can bring. 



That peace and confidence in Christ encourages us, like the first disciples, to announce 

and live out the Good News that Christ is alive! In our present situation we have seen 

the light of the risen Christ shine out in the devotion and care shown by healthcare 

workers and others on the frontline reaching out to help the sick; in the kindness shown 

by neighbour to neighbour and in gentle and simple acts of compassion carried out by 

countless “Good Samaritans”. Despite the uncertainty, suffering and grief caused by the 

pandemic, the Lord is near. We must never give up hope. His spirit is with us as sons 

and daughters of the Resurrection. 

“Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.” John 20:20 

Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia! 

+Eamon 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh 

+John 

Church of Ireland Archbishop-elect of Armagh 

 

St Bernadette Soubirous 
16th April 
Placing your petition at the Grotto of Lourdes 
Did you know that although you will not be making a pilgrimage to Lourdes this year you can still 
place a petition at the Grotto thanks to the internet. You can make an online petition by visiting 
www.lourdes-france.org and following the ‘your petition’ link. 
 

"O my mother, in your heart I placed all my anguish of my heart  
and it is there that I gain strength and courage." 

Saint Bernadette 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lourdes-france.org/


The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us – all of us. And, He 

wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him 

with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to share 

His joy. Sunday 19
th

 April is Divine Mercy.  We encourage people to do the Nine Day Nove-

na to the Divine Mercy starting on Good Friday and culminating on Divine Mercy  

Sunday. (follow the Link) 

 

Trocaire Boxes:- will be collected when things are back to normal.  Please continue to fill 

them.  We are living with the Covid19 crisis but imagine living with conflict and starvation 

on top of that.  Please give generously. 

 

Faith, Trust and Intuition 

 

The story of the empty tomb should be the best part of the Bible, but instead there feels as though 

there’s a great big chunk missing …. the bit where Jesus actually rises up from the dead. For many of 

us this presents no problem. Jesus said he would rise on the third day and that is exactly what 

happened. Everything happened just as Jesus said it would. But for some of us, the lack of detail 

leaves too many unanswered questions, and where there are unanswered questions there’s room 

for doubt. One thing is for sure, we cannot start playing ‘detective’ with a mystery trail that has had 

two thousand years to go cold, so what are we supposed to do? 

First of all we have to develop a toolbox of faith, trust, and intuition. Christians are accused of 

propping up impossible and improvable theories with blind faith. If this were true the accusers 

would have a point, but true faith runs deeper than this. We all use faith in every walk of life and we 

all need trust. People of faith are people who can push boundaries and take brave steps into the 

unknown. People of trust recognise possibilities in others and in themselves. People of intuition 

recognise integrity and truth. Anais Nin said, ”We don’t see things as they are, we see things as we 

are.” “What you believe sets a course for your future and directs your daily activities. Consequently, 

when you believe only what you can see, a whole world of possibility is lost. 



Easter isn’t just an event that happened two thousand years ago. Easter is on any day we discover 

our trust in God. Easter is on any day we find that we are able to live boldly and well in the belief 

that death is not just a meaningless end to life. 

Urbi et Orbi 

BBC One 12th April at 11am 

On this the eighth Easter of his pontificate, Pope Francis will deliver his Easter blessing to the city 

and the world with prayer and encouragement by video link from within the Vatican.  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
(Please note all Anniversaries can be emailed to gkparish@gmail.com 

 
Thurs 9

th
  Gerry Bradley, Maryboro Street (Birthday Rem) 

  Brigid Perry, Bestfield 

 

Sat 11
th

  (First Anniversary) Mary Moran, New Oak Estate 

  Bill Abbey, Garryhundon, Milford 

  Edward & Bridget Price, Chapel Street also their sons & daughters 

  Betty Mulleague 

  Margaret Kieran, Fr Byrne Park 

Sun 12
th

 Denis Dempsey, Killeshin also his daughters Josie & Chrissie 

  Rose Kearns, Sleaty Road 

  John Alcock, Pearse Road 

  Jimmy & Josie Brennan, Staunton Avenue 

  Patsy Fitzpatrick, Cappalug also his parents William & Mary, Clonmore 

  Mary Drennan, Mortarstown & Killeshin 

  John Kinsella, Ballyhide 

  William & Annie Brennan, Coolnariska 

  George & Carmel McDonnell 

  Seamus Martin, Derrymoyle also his son Liam 

  John Dempsey, London 

 

Mon 13
th

 Maureen Regan, Athy 

  Denis Dempsey, Walsh Island, Co Offaly 

 

Tues 14
th

  Mary (May) Geoghegan, 26 Springdale, Tullow Road 

 

Wed 15
th

 Angela Amond, Riverside 

 

Thurs 16
th

 Michael Dempsey, Ardenteggle & Tullow 

 

Sat 18th  (Mary Jo Barco, Hanover also deceased members of the Collins Family, 

  Bestfield) 

  (William Culleton, St Fiacc’s Tce also his wife Joan and their sons Michael 

  and Liam) 

  Ernest & Kate Duffett, Maher Road also their sons & daughters 

  Tom & Bridget Slattery, St Fiacc’s Tce 

Sun 19
th

  John Kearns, Knockbeg Road 

mailto:gkparish@gmail.com


Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the coronavirus pandemic 

O Mary, 
you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, 

know what we need, 
and we are sure you will provide 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 
we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the en-
treaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 

Virgin. 

 

 

Care For Our Common Home 

Here is a top tip for the care of our planet that we can do without leaving the house. 

 Make an effort not to waste any food, saving on natural resources, saving money and saving 

any unnecessary trips to the supermarket. Try batch cooking and freezing. Remember to la-

bel home freezing with the date and contents. Aim to use any left-overs for lunch on the fol-

lowing day. Use those lonely unloved things at the back of the cupboard to make imagina-

tive meals. Who would have thought baked beans would go so well with pasta! 

 

 

 

 

Looking after your mental health during this time.  
While it is reasonable for people to be concerned about the outbreak of coronavirus, try to remember 
that medical, scientific and public health experts around the world are working hard to contain the virus, 
treat those affected and develop a vaccine as quickly as possible. 
Find a healthy balance in relation to media coverage 
Being exposed to large volumes of negative information can heighten feelings of anxiety. While it’s 
important to stay informed, you may find it useful to limit your media intake if it is upsetting you or your 
family. 
Access good quality information 



It’s important to get accurate information from credible sources. This will also help you maintain 
perspective and feel more in control.  

Keep up your healthy routines 

Your routine may be affected by the coronavirus outbreak in different ways. But during difficult times like 
this, it’s best if you can keep some structure in your day. 
It’s important to pay attention to your needs and feelings, especially during times of stress. You may still 
be able to do some of the things you enjoy and find relaxing. 
For example, you could try to: 

 exercise regularly, especially walking - you can do this even if you need to self-quarantine 

 keep regular sleep routines 
 maintain a healthy, balanced diet 
 avoid excess alcohol 
 practice relaxation techniques such as breathing exercises 
 read a book 

 
  

 

Parish Finances:- Contributions can be made by standing order to the church bank account.   
The parish account details are as follows:  

Bank Name and Address:  Bank of Ireland, Shamrock Plaza, Carlow.  Name of Account: Graiguecullen 

Church.  BIC: BOFIIE2D IBAN: IE12 BOFI 9065 3123 3222 21. Please put your name and address in the 

reference box.   
 

  

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 
ALONE has launched a national support line and additional supports for older people 

who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the outbreak of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus). Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and 
reassurance where necessary. The support line is open Monday to Friday, 8am-8pm, 

by calling 0818 222 024. Hours may be extended to meet the demand. 
 

 

ACCORD Catholic Marriage Care Service is currently recruiting volunteers to train as marriage 

preparation course facilitators. 
• If you have a positive attitude towards marriage in the Catholic Church 

• If you have the enthusiasm to be part of the Accord team in supporting couples who are preparing for the 

Sacrament of Marriage Accord wants to hear from you! 

Successful applicants will receive professional training and will be part of a team delivering marriage 

preparation courses locally. Contact Aisling on 01 505 3112 or by email to info@accord.ie 
The closing date for receipt of application forms to be included in Selections for this year is Friday 15th 

May. Application forms and additional information about becoming a facilitator is available 

on www.accord.ie 
 

  
Carlow Family Support Group - You Are Not Alone 
Drugs and Alcohol abuse effects families regardless of status in life. You did not cause it, you can't control 

it and you can't cure it. Help is available for those who live with this dreadful disease call 085 7872730. 

 

 

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic Talk-Radio Station. Prayer, Catechesis, 

Uplifting music, Talks, Interviews and Testimonies – all commercial free – Listen via TV on 

Saorview - Channel 210 and Freeview - Channel 826; Download our FREE APP - “RADIO 

MARIA IRELAND”, streaming on www.radiomaria.ie or via PHONE – get live radio feed 

https://www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/mental-health/exercise-and-your-mental-health.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/self-isolation-and-limited-social-interaction.html#limit-social-interactions
https://www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/mental-health/problems-sleeping.html
https://www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/how-to-eat-well.html
https://www2.hse.ie/alcohol/
https://www2.hse.ie/wellbeing/mental-health/relaxation.html
mailto:info@accord.ie
http://www.accord.ie/
http://www.radiomaria.ie/


by telephoning +353 (0) 1 437 3277 (no extra charges apply). Please join our growing faith 

family! 

Third Age Ireland 

Third Age Ireland is a national organisation who take care of the elderly. SeniorLine is one of 

their programmes and could be very helpful to you at this time. SeniorLine has been the 

national, confidential listening service for older people, run by trained older volunteers since 

1998. This peer-to-peer helpline for older people receives in excess of 10,000 calls per year. 

If you are feeling worried, stressed or isolated at this very unnerving time, please feel free to 

ring this FREEPHONE service anytime between 10am and 10pm on any day of the week on 

1800 80 45 91. 

  
High is the Heaven – Fr Liam Lawton 

It’s a while since I wrote some new original music and so I have tried in this new collection to 
offer a variety of songs and themes but all with the common denominators that the melo-

dies are strong and very sing-able, with a Celtic theme running through all of them. The Cho-
ral and Music Arrangements are done by Paul Tate and are really beautiful and effective, and 

in the recording some extra Orchestra lines have been developed Mark Cahill. 
Like all of my music, the songs are written for a specific reason ~ 

~ The Psalm The Lord hears the Cry of the Poor  was especially written for the Papal Mass of 
Pope Francis in Ireland , High is the Heaven was written to celebrate  the 1400th  of St. Co-
lumba ~ one of the ancient Celtic monks who brought Christianity from Ireland to Europe 

and There’s a Star is a Christmas piece with a memorable refrain, that celebrates the birth of 
the Christ Child. 

As you bring your Gifts… was written to commemorate the 100 years Foundation of my own 
Parish Church in Edenderry, Co. Offaly, where I grew up. 

The beauty of the spirituality of this ancient land is found in all of these pieces, which makes 
them unique, but I hope, also very accessible. 

The Collection is now available in Veritas 
 


